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In this, the 82nd edition of the Natal Outpost,  space has been  allocated to our  female 

colleagues.  They were not only an integral  part of the Force but, I believe, did not get the 

recognition they deserved.  There was little incentive for the majority to make a career for 

themselves in the BSAP and those that managed to serve the minimum contract of 3 years 

(many deciding to buy themselves out before expiry) were then faced with dismissal should 

they elect to marry a policeman.  Unlike their European counterparts , notably the UK, 

where the ladies were able to reach the highest ranks, whether married or not. 

By now our regular readers will have got used to seeing ódotsô at the top of this page and, 

having read our April and July editions, will fully understand the reasoning behind the insert.  

But you now may well ask why have we  progressed from two to three?     Well, we thought 

that just one proof reader would be sufficient ï wrong.   My proof reader is very good but 

she can only pick out spelling and grammatical errors ï she has no way of knowing the 

accuracy of some of the editorôs statements.    So, to avoid a repetition of our last edition 

where I recorded the names of at least two former members on a current nominal roll who 

have passed on (and not just recently either);  plus identifying the  wrong person on a 

photograph;  plus allocating the wrong regimental number;  plus ï you all know what I 

mean.    The third ódotô indicates that we now have a second óprooferô ï a chap well versed 

in local BSAP matters so,  if  he screws up,  I will tell you who he is! 

Our plea for  Sponsorship of pages in the Natal Outpost seems to have fallen on deaf ears 

(apart from Pete and Gill Colepeper to whom we say a sincere thankyou).  Probably our 

timing is wrong.    A recession is not the best time to ask for money and as our Chairman, 

Nobby, writes in this issue, we must be very grateful to those who donate generously on a 

regular basis.    Perhaps the situation will improve once the downturn in the economy is 

over. 

 

On a lighter note is there anyone out there who has spare time on their hands plus a flair 

for the English language who would like to design and submit a crossword puzzle for our 

Outpost ï the content being primarily based on the BSAP and/or police interest? 
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My choice of material copied from the pen of former Outpost editors is an amusing 

composition by Eric Crabbe in his Editorôs Notes dated October 1958.  However, this will  

probably only bring back memories to those of us born in the UK and recruited via   

Rhodesia House.   

 ñMums, we feel sure, have not previously been the subject of the informed comment, read 

or unread, which adorns this page every month. 

Yet we all have them, and very dear  to us they are ï the more so because for so many of 

us they live so many thousands of miles away.  But in the distance lies the danger. 

The need to impress Mum and earn her approval is one that is common to most human 

beings ï without it few of us would ever become house trained, learn to walk , or take the 

trouble of ever washing behind the ears.   As we grow older we try to impress her in 

different ways; we tinker with motor cycles and talk about tappets, we stay out late at night 

and sometimes have a drink too many with father.    The love and respect with which we 

hold her are still there; it is just that the manifestations are different.   And then ï we home- 

born ones at least ï we off and board a ship to join the British South Africa Police, 6,000 

miles away in the heart of darkest Africa. 

To Mum, the parting is a poignant blend of pain and pleasure ï pain in the physical 

circumstances of separation ; pleasure in her pride in her boy, so gallant, so dashing, so 

devil-may-care, off to make his fortune in a land beyond the seas. 

ñWrite to us,ò she cries as the whistle blows. 

ñOf course,ò we shout as the train draws smoothly out of the station. 

And we do write, mainly to Mum.   With fathers, we know, one must be more wary.  When 

they ask, ñAnd how do you find Rhodesia, my boy?ò it is wise to reply briefly and to the point 

that the beer is good.  But when Mum says, ñNow tell us all about Rhodesia, dearò ï then it 

is that temptation looms and we succumb and really go to town. 

It is not that we are untruthful.  It is a matter of emphasis and the choice of words.   What 

Mum wants is some ammunition to ward off that odious Mrs Brown whose son is settled in 

such a promising career behind the counter at Boots-the-Chemists ïsome counter ploy 

when Mrs Brown, with her sweet but deadly smile, corners her at the Womenôs Institute 

with, ñAnd howôs your dear boy getting on in North Borneo?ò 

It is for Mumôs protection that we do it.    Where we might use the word ñhotò in a police 

report, we use ñsultryò to Mum.   Where in court we might say, ñthe sun was shining.ò We 

write in a letter to Mum that it ñbeat down from a brazen sky.ò 
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The horse that is accustomed to all manner of unmentionable names at home in itôs stable 

is described in our letters as a ñtrusty steed.ò 

This is the stuff Mum wants.  Mrs. Brownôs lad will need a couple of his own aspirins by the 

time Mum has improved our stories with a little embroidery of her own.ñ  

 

Finally, you may wonder when you read  the back cover, why we have included an advert 

with a Christmas theme.    Well, this is the last issue of the Natal Outpost for 2009 so it is 

also the last opportunity to wish all our readers ñA Very Happy Christmasò ! 

 

I admit to having got a bit carried away with the length of this edition so would suggest you 

read it in instalments.  Think of it as a ócombinedô Christmas issue! 

                                                                                              Trevor Dutton  (td.) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

#(!)2-!.ȭ3 #/--%.43 

ñMore than 500 police officers in South Africa were found guilty in internal hearings last year 
(1 year) of crimes ranging from murder, rape, assault, theft etc, but Minister Mthetwa could 
not say how many were convicted in the Courts. Thirty eight police officers were charged 
with or convicted of murder in 2008/09, while 33 with attempted murder and 30 with rapeò ï 
extracts from the Natal Mercury newspaper dated September 8. One feels so sorry for those 
innocent policemen and women, who are trying to do a decent job in a career that we know 
could be truly wonderful. Can they trust their colleagues? Can the public trust the police? 
 

Trust is destroyed so easily and may never be restored and for those who are not caught in 

their evil deeds the chances are their conscience will remain with them. Perhaps better 

expressed by Madame de Stael, who once said these words, ñThe voice of conscience is so 

delicate that is to stifle it; but it is also so clear that it is impossible to mistake itò. Or in the 

words of William Jordan, ñInto the hands of every individual is given the marvellous power of 

good or evil ï the silent, unconscious, unseen influence of his/her life. This is simply the 

constant radiation of what man really is, not what he or she pretends to beò. And, ñWhat you 

are shouts so loudly at me I cannot hear what you sayò. 

 

The above paragraphs reminds us of how fortunate we have been and still are to have 

served in the British South Africa Police with trusted men and women ï a trust and 

friendship that will continue until the last of us lowers the flag. As a policeman not long out  
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of depot, I can still recall the comments of old (to me) Jock Harvey, who gave an example 

along the lines of.... ñ that in the field of medicine there are some of the finest brains in the  

 

world, supported by huge resources in terms of research and finance; and yet, not all 

patients are cured.ò He went on to explain that all crimes will not be solved, and added,  

 

 ñJust do your best lad!ò. By so saying he made the job that much easier. We have our 

limitations, we just need to do the best we can.  

 

I recently sent newspaper comments to a friend in the UK of details of greed and corruption 

in South Africa. His response was along the lines of those in power in South Africa are  

learning from the West. He proceeded by providing details of the corruption currently taking 

place in the UK and elsewhere in Europe. It is so sad!  

 

It reminded me of the time (1979) when the Monitoring Forces were in Rhodesia. I was at 

Gwanda and one evening, a UK representative approached me. After a bit of small talk and 

a beer or two, he mentioned that he was actually with Scotland Yard. He explained that he 

had been to several parts of the Country and his remit was to determine the level of 

corruption in the BSAP and that he was struggling with his task. The reasoning for his 

mission was based on the UK Government belief that the Force would continue óas isô after 

Independence and whether there was any chance of the Force disintegrating due to bad 

elements within. I suggested he enjoy his stay as he was unlikely to find much going at all 

as the police and public are so interwoven that word of such deeds would soon come to 

book. Seated near us was our PRAW pilot, a product of Liverpool, who offered our friend 

from Scotland Yard a flip in his fixed wing. In the morning they set off and we watched what 

turned out to be a good display of flying skills as the plane twisted, dived and rolled. Upon 

landing our friend from Scotland Yard was very sick. He came for a recovery whiskey late 

that afternoon and asked what the hell our pilot thought he was doing. Our pilot explained 

that as a youngster in Liverpool he received the occasional clip around the ear from 

members of Scotland Yard as a result of taking cars parked at pubs and parking them 

elsewhere. Our friend from Liverpool is still in Gwanda. The point is that we trusted those 

around us and what we read in our papers today is very scary. 

 

 



8. 

The wonderful work and support for Zimbabwe pensioners continues. Two further trips have 

been made since the last edition of the Outpost. Three truck loads for each trip and costing  

over R300,000. Amazing, wonderful work by a hand full people! Talking of pensions, the 

recent RASA newsletter touched on this topic insofar as civil servant pensioners living in  

South Africa are concerned; urging us to ensure that our details are on the database held by 

RASA.   

 

The latest update - there has been an exchange of emails between John Redfern, Honorary 

National Secretary, Flame Lily Foundation and Mr. Mnkandla of the Zimbabwe Pensions 

Department. Mr. Mnkandla had earlier asked John whether the Flame Lily Foundation would 

be in a position to assist in re-establishing contact with pensioners in South Africa. One of 

the requirements would be that local pensioners would be required to complete a ócertificate 

of lifeô. The FLF offered to assist in the co-ordination and Mr. Mnkandlaôs response was, 

ñWe will get back to you as soon as possible as we would like to update our records and 

start paying out pensions as soon as possibleò. 

 

The Station gatherings continue and on behalf of our committee I ask that members 

continue to give support to these gatherings. A special thanks to those spending time and 

effort arranging and making these gathering such a pleasure for all who attend. 

Reading Outposts from other branches is always a pleasure and again there has been 

wonderful feedback on the 81st Edition of the Natal Outpost. 

 

Val Austin has joined our committee as Welfare Officer and has wasted no time in 

contacting members in need. Our other new committee member, Denis Wyatt is certainly 

playing his part on committee matters and may I say thanks to all on the committee for all 

your efforts in keeping the spirit that exists in the Association. 

 

Finally,a big, big thanks to all who have continued to donate to others in need and indeed to 

the Association.                                                                                                 Nobby Clark 

 

 

 

ñI used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of 

natural causes.ò 
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BSAP WORLD NOMINAL ROLL 
Work on this project has come to a (hopefully) temporary halt as one of our major 

ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǎƻǊǘ-ƻǳǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ  ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

the breakdown of numbers we seek. 

So to keep the interest in this subject going,  hereunder is an indication of those 

former colleagues who currently reside in Queensland, Australia ς 

 

    
    

    

    

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    
    
    
    
    

   

 
 
 
 

    THE OUTPOST  -  Volume 1 : Number 1 : July 1923  
 

In our last issue we thought we had something of a scoop when, thanks to Dick 

Isemonger, we were able to report on the First edition of the Natal Outpost, dated 

March  1982.  Now we have another scoop ï 5087 Robin Johnson has produced  

what must be a rare  find ï  

 

7445 BENNET Michael 

6864 BENTLEY Peter 

9191 BERRY David 

5762 BRUCE David 

6969 BUDD John  

C782 CAIN Clinton 

7429 CARRTHOMPSON Frederick 

5848 CLINKER David 

5865 DE CHAZAL Roland 

6278 DYER Gerry 

4727 EDDEN Michael 

5885 FITTON Michael 

5216 FOULKES  Eric 

6604 GOLD John  

6833 GREEFF Peter 

9875 HOCKING Barrie 

7638 HODNETT Gordon 

6126 JEFFREYS Brian 

6994 JOHN Colin 

4016 JONES Eric 

   

   7694 MARTIN Steve 

 

7432 KEYS Will 

7012 KING Michael 

7694 MARTIN Steve 

5757 MILTON Ian 

8324 NAISBITT David 

9950 NIMMO Rob 

6303 NORTJE Peter 

9440 O'BRIEN Lindsay 

10552 PERKINS Derek 

9596 RUSSELL Nick 

5165 SILLISS Don 

6940 TAYLOR Jack 

5147 WILTON Wally 

7861 WOODS Mike 

   014040K CATHERALL David 

28014Z HAYES Michael 

204738Q LEGG Merv 

25548T LUCAS Simon 

205169J UNDERHAY Margaret 

23451 WHEELER Chris 
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ñI discovered  this original Outpost  in my late fathers possessions. He obviously 

acquired   same during his  service in the police having joined the B.S.A.Coy 

Police on the 11/6/1919 after being demobbed from the first world war in  

which he served in The 10
th
 Royal Hussars  and The Machine Gun Corps.. The 

main  qualification for joining the Police at that time was  that the applicant could 

ride a horse, in which he was well qualified as he had served in the Hussars. 

 His Regt No. was 2065  .He retired on the 31/3/45 as a  1/Sgt  having served the 

majority of his time in the district police.  -                                 Robin Johnsonò 

 

 

We now have all 28 pages on file and these will be re-produced in future editions 

of the Natal Outpost.   

 

The following photograph submitted by Robin was taken at the Sgts Mess, 

Salisbury in 1933  and  not only shows  his father, 2065 Cyril Percy Hall Johnson  

but coincidentally includes 2818 ñJimmyò Cordell who has featured in our last two 

Outposts.  And more recently we discover that 2074 Sgt JG Simpson was the father 

of Beverley ï wife of former Ch. Insp Dick Thompson,  Pioneer Branch. 
  

 
 

 

ñThe easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a 

replacement.ò 

Sgt EA Cordell 

Sgt. CP Hall Johnson 

Johnson 
Sgt. L Ruile 

Printer ς GW Ashwin 

F/Sgt. E Murfin 

Sgt EA Porter Sgt W Long 

Sgt. EJ Seaward 

Med.S/M EJ Thompson RSM GA Tantum 

Insp. HC Hampton 

Sgt JG Simpson 

Sgt RL Southgate 
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OUTPOST BUSINESS MANAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

When we discovered that Dave 

Lynn had served for a while as 

Outpost Business Manager we 

believed he would jump at the 

chance to j oin the editorial team 

of the Natal Outpost!  But he 

declined as we couldnõt guarantee 

to provide him with the kind of 

difficult tasks he and his boss, 

Alan Stock, had to perform ð 
 

An interview with film star, Sybil Danning - she is the one in white. 
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BSAP MATURE MEMBERS CLUB 

 
We thought it might be a nice idea to pay our respects to those former colleagues  

and/or their spouses who have reached 90 years of age and above,  by forming 

a Nonegenarian Club.   But then realized that would, by definition,  exclude  our 

oldest known member,  John Franklyn Bellamy,  at 101 years  -  being a  

Centurion. 

 

Hence the new title above.   Membership is restricted to 90 years and above. 

So far we have just the following three óregisteredô , in addition to  

Franklyn, but Denise Hurry has three óup her sleeveô in Matabeleland and Barry  

Henson advises there are nine in the UK ï details hopefully will be available for  

our January 2010 edition. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

In New Zealand we have  3693 CA óBillô Schollum, who turned 95 on 20
th
  

January  this year - 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Also in SA is 94 year old Eileen Wordsworth, widow of  3525 Jack  

Wordsworth . She also featured in our July edition and again in this one.   

Unfortunately no pics as yet but we  (Val Oldham) are working on it. 

 

 

 
 

Bill travelled to the then Southern Rhodesia in 1938 

(at own expense) to join the BSAP on 03/02/38.  He 

retired as a D/Superintendent  on 28/02/63.  He had 

been a fingerprint expert as well as a good 

investigator and a great shottist  for the BSAP.  

In South Africa we of course have our very own 

3708  Bill  Crabtree  who weighes in at 92  

years and was featured extensively in our last 

Outpost. 
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5846 Pete Colepeper is proud to announce details of the first recruit squad in 

Depot which did ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ άtƻƳǎέ ς here are all 10 of them. 

 
FROM L. TO R. -  Garth Pullar; Malcolm Russell;  ColinBecks;   Rob Anderson;  Peter Colepeper;   Garth 

Wyatt ;   Colin Smith;  Colin Cockcroft;  Colin MacIntosh;    John Mervyn-Smith 

 

IDENTIFIED 
In our last issue we featured a picture (on page 38) of  what we incorrectly 

described as a óCID Medal Paradeô ï which it wasnôt!    It was actually the 

official CID farewell to retiring Commissioner, AS Hickman, early 1955. 

 
FRONT ROW : L. to R. ï Lionel ñLummyò Smith; Brian Cowling; Ron Fleming; 

                                 Malcolm Briar; óChuckô Bottreill; óBomberô Davidson; Roger Sandall 

BACK ROW : L. to R.  -  (u/k ï hidden); Dennis Coetzee;Bill Crabtree; Bill Foxcroft; 

                             Jack (The Hat) Denley; Bob Kerswell         
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THE GIRLS OF NATAL 

We have 13 known former Women Police Officers in Natal.  We had 15 but have 

ΨƭƻǎǘΩ  ²th то {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ {ǿƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ  WPO 241 Daphne Wiggill (married to 8761 Wil 

Cameron-Dow).               If anyone knows of any more please let me knowΧόǘŘΦύ 
 

NO. SQUAD NAME SURNAME NOW SERVED TO 
 

       WPO 71 No 1/63 Louise Ford Ford Dec-62 Aug-81 
 WPO 90 No 3/63 Gill Weston Colepeper Jun-63 Dec-65 
 WPO 91 No 3/63 Chris Clarke Lees Jul-63 Dec-64 
 WPO 96 No 1/64 Val Oldham Oldham Dec-93 Dec-66 
 WPO 144 No 2/69 Maddie Hayes Lynn Oct-69 Feb-72 
 WPO 154 No 1/70 Sarah Lowe Olds Aug-70 Sep-71 
 WPO 158 No 1/71 Les Manning Manning Feb-71 Feb-74 
 WPO 168 No 1/72 Jill Bullock Bullock Jan-72 Aug-75 
 WPO 169 No 1/72 Pauline Clarke Clarke Jan-72 Aug-75 
 WPO 185 

 
Cathy  Fitzgerald Mason Jun-72 Dec-75 

 WSO 225 
 

Wendy Kalshoven                      Kalshoven  Jul-73 May-81 
 WPO 387 No 2/77 Maureen Hoffenberg Whitelaw Feb-77 Sep-80 
 WSO 424 N/A (Pauline Clarke) (Clarke) Oct-77 Jan-81 
 WPO 426 No 4/77 Berenice Tarr Dutton Nov-77 May-80 
  

 
     

    
 

                                                                                                 

Society , starting up a Security section at their computer centre in Pinetown.  

Within a year I was Security Manager in charge of the Security at both the 

Pinetown computer centre and the new computer centre near Cape Town, where I 

set up a duplicate of the Pinetown operation with control room staff and all the  

 

 

This page sponsored by Pete & Gill Colepeper 

71. Supt.  Louise Ford   Ȱ My story 

since coming to S.A. at the end of 

August 1981 is as follows:- 

Initially I did a few temporary jobs while 

looking for permanent employment, then 

early in 1982 I joined the Natal Building 

Society who were just starting up a 

Security section at their computer centre 

in Pinetown.  Within a  year I was 

Security Manager in charge of the the 

Security at both the Pinetown computer 

centre, and the new computer centre near Cape 

Town, where I set up a duplicate of the Pientown 

operation with control room staff and all the physical 

security features.  From there I was promoted to 

Security Manager Planning & Investigations and 

moved to Head Office in Smith Street.  My mandate 

was Investigation of internally perpetrated crime 

(theft, fraud etc), and I wrote the Disaster Recovery 
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physical security features.  From there I was promoted to Security Manager 

Planning & Investigations and moved to Head Office in Smith Street.  My 

mandate was Investigation of internally perpetrated crime (theft, fraud etc), 

and I wrote the Disaster Recovery plans (business interruption preparedness 

plans) for the NBS group of Companies.  With the take-over of the NBS, first 

by BOE then NEDBANK, the Security Department as we had it was disbanded, 

and I was offered the job of setting up a records security  division (classification 

of records and control of access thereto), but I did not fancy that so I took "early 

retirement" and started my own businesses.  I started a driving school and gave 

tuition for Learners, Instructors and Advanced Motoring.  On the weekends I 

sold stainless steel braais and braai rotisseries at Markets.  I ran these 

businesses for ten years, then decided to sell my house in Pinetown and buy 

my present house in Inchanga Park Country Village.  This being "out in the 

sticks" with only a small local community, the driving business was no longer 

viable but I continued with the braai sales on weekends until two years ago.   

I took a Secretarial cum Admin Officer job locally four years ago and retired at 

the end of January this year.  I now supplement my NBS pension by making 

CDs from records and tapes, and DVDs from video tapes - keeps me out of 

mischief, keeps the brain active, and helps financially. 

  

That's it in a nutshell - nothing wildly exciting.    Louise.ó 

 

                                                                   
 

truck mounted cranes(imported from Sweden).    I was THE one and only Girl 

Friday doubling up for tea girl and cleaning service.   I was Girl Friday at the 

office and at home. 

WPO  90 Gill Weston    ȰMarried 5836 

Peter Colepeper  on 22/1/66 at the 

Anglican Church North End, Bulawayo. 

Peter transferred to Durban January 1970 

and  started his business in 1983 which 

was specialised vehicle body building and 

were the agents for CRANAB hydraulic 

truck mounted cranes(imported from 

Sweden). 

I was THE one and only Girl Friday 

doubling up for tea girl and cleaning 

service.   I was Girl Friday at the office and 

at home. 
Trevor if I start mentioning my hobbies we will 
fill several pages but my main hobbies are : 
Gardening, pattern cutting and design(which 
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Trevor if I start mentioning my hobbies we will fill several pages but my main 

hobbies are : Gardening, pattern cutting and design(which includes 

dressmaking) reading, floral art, folk art painting, and walking.    I do get 

involved with charity work especially for the pensioners in Zimbabwe. 

Travel;  We have planned several trips away and of course try to visit our 

daughter and grandchildren in Australia at least once a year. 

The walks from Pietermaritzburg to Durban were as the  ôComradesõ walks, but 

this is no longer in existance due to pressure from the Traffic Police.   The 

organisers now have a 50km walk in and around Ballito. 

  

Hope this fills you in.          Gill ó 

 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                   
 

my family in 1990  and worked as the Executive Director's secretary at the 

Natal Chamber of Industries for a couple of years before joining my sister, 

Rose, to work at The Grapevine magazine (also in Durban) 17 years ago, 

eventually becoming credit controller.  

  

I work in my spare time as the welfare officer for the Natal branch of the 

Association and keep in contact with the members throughout Natal. I love 

reading, cooking, gardening, listening to music, am an avid but amateur bird  

WPO  91 Chris  Clarke  married 6454 

John Lees in 1965.  They reside in 

Hillcrest and both are members of the 

Natal Branch 

 

WPO  96 Val Oldham   ȰAfter being a 

stay-at-home mom for many years, I 

divorced and became a legal secretary 

for one of the partners at Webb, Low 

and Barry in Bulawayo for a few 

years. I came down to Durban to join 

my family in 1990  and worked as the 
Executive Director's secretary at the 
Natal Chamber of Industries for 
a couple of years before joining my 
sister, Rose, to work at The Grapevine 
magazine (also in Durban) 17 years 
ago, eventually becoming credit 
controller.  
  

I work in my spare time as the welfare 
officer for the Natal branch of the 
Association and keep in contact with 
the members throughout Natal. I love 
reading, cooking, gardening, listening 
to music, am an avid but amateur bird 
watcher and love ANYTHING to do with 
the bush and nature and conservation. I 
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watcher and love ANYTHING to do with the bush and nature and conservation. 

I have a particular passion for horses and the English language. 

  

All the best.  Való 

 

  
  

When I returned to work having had two daughters, I worked for a couple of 

international airlines based in Salisbury, until we emigrated to SA in 1983. I 

then had a further period 'at home' before resuming my career with Air 

Zimbabwe in Durban.  I was with them for ten years and until they decided to 

close the Durban office. 

  

I've been with British Airways / Comair, at Durban airport for the past ten years 

and God willing, hope to work for at least another four + years; I'll be involved 

with the transfer to the new La Mercy airport early in 2010, which will  be a 

challenge, but an exciting one!   

  

Being in the travel industry has afforded us the opportunity to travel 

extensively and I have no regrets.  Maddie.ó 

 

 
 
 

WPO  144 Maddie Hayes  ȰOn leaving the 

Force, I entered the Travel Industry, initially 

working for Air Rhodesia at their airport based 

HQ. I was there for about five years before 

starting a family, obviously I had married 

David  (6872 Dave Lynn) in between. 

  
When I returned to work having had two daughters, I worked 
for a couple of international airlines based in Salisbury, until 
we emigrated to SA in 1983. I then had a further period 'at 
home' before resuming my career with Air Zimbabwe in 
Durban.  I was with them for ten years and until they decided 
to close the Durban office. 
  
I've been with British Airways / Comair, at Durban airport for 
the past ten years and God willing, hope to work for at least 
another four + years; I'll be involved with the transfer to the 
new La Mercy airport early in 2010, which will be a challenge, 
but an exciting one!   
  
Being in the travel industry has afforded us the opportunity to 
travel extensively and I have no regrets. 

 

 

 WPO 154 Sarah Lowe   Ȱ I am married to an ex Insp , 

Douglas Olds (8418) and have two grown children, and am 

even more blessed to be a granny of three very special 

grandchildren.  When I left the force I spent my time rearing 

my children and working as wife of member in rural 

stations  Doug left the force in 1980, and we immigrated to 

South Africa in 1982.   I started to study for BA(Social 

Work) through Unisa and graduated.   
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Since then I have worked at the School Psychological Services in Durban, 

FAMSA, TAFTA and finally at Highway Hospice where I was involved with 

counselling children and families.   For the last ten years I have run a private 

practice from my home doing play therapy with children and counselling 

families and adults mainly in trauma and bereavement.  My hobbies are 

painting in all mediums, reading, gardening and sewing.  Doug and I love the 

outdoors and are happiest birdwatching and gameviewing. 

I hope that this is enough information for you. Kind regards, Sarahó  

 

 
regimental discipline, efficiency, committment to duty, comraderie and of 

ultimate importance, was the high standard of ettiquette and the benevolent 

dispositions of those who served in this regiment. 

  

These skills resulted in a teaching qualification in the Eastern Cape, and a 

career in banking for approximately 20 years excluding a two year "sabbatical" 

in Australia. ó 

  

             
 

Zimbabwe in 1982 and moved to Durban. 

I had my daughter Robyn in 1982 and then joined Price Forbes Insurance 

Brokers, now known as Alexander Forbes, going into my 27th year.  I am on the  

 

 

WPO 158  Manning  ȰEnlistment in the 

B.S.A. Police was a peremptory career 

preference, as both my parents were 

dedicated Police Reservists.(Sadly, killed 

in landmine incident October 1979.) 

 The BSAP represented the quintessence of 

regimental discipline 

 

 

WPO 168 Jill Bullock     ȰI  left the force 

in August 1975 and married  Rick 

Wentzel ð BSAP (Special Branch), that 

same year.  I then joined the insurance 

world ð Santam, Bulawayo branch then 

Barclays Broking until we left 

Zimbabwe in 1982 and moved to 

Durban. 

 
I had my daughter Robyn in 1982 and then joined 
Price Forbes Insurance Brokers, now known as 
Alexander Forbes, going into my 27th year.  I am on 
the short term side, responsible for all the corporate 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎΦ 
 
Rick and I parted ways in 1987, he is now living in the 
UK and I have not remarried. 
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short term side, responsible for all the corporate clientõs personal insurance 

portfolios.  

Rick and I parted ways in 1987, he is now living in the UK and I have not 

remarried.  
I have continued to be involved in sport - took up golf 18 months ago ð the bug 

has truly bitten!   That is it in a ônut shellõ, Jilló 

 

 
 

Following a rather ugly incident with Rex Nongo at the Independence Flag 

Ceremony at Rufaro Stadium, I decided to immigrate to South Africa and in 

1981 departed my beloved Rhodesia and began working at the Carlton Centre in 

Johannesburg. 

John van Rooyen and I married on 31 December 1982 and were blessed with a 

son in June 1984. 

Shortly after my divorce I relocated to Pietermaritzburg where I worked for 

Professional Providence Society as PA to the General Manager.   

Eight years ago I met someone and we have been together since.  He is a 

musician and as a result we moved from Pietermaritzburg to Johannesburg 

where I worked for IBM Logistics near the airport.  He was offered his old job 

back at the FET College on the Natal South Coast so we headed back to Natal 

where we now live in Margate. 

I went to the UK at the end of 2007 to do caring for the elderly.  I was there for 

three months.  I rushed back to South Africa and have not been back!!!! 

I enjoy doing creative hobbies such as stained glass work and I help my partner 

with his music gigs.  We are also about to branch into Karaoke and are 

currently marketing for gigs.    Paulineó 

 

This page sponsored by Pete & Gill Colepeper 

WPO 169/WSO 424  Pauline Clarke 
òI enjoyed two terms of service and during 

the 2nd term, met my husband, John van 

Rooyen who was then D/Inspector at Sby 

Central Studios.  We sadly divorced in 

1999 after 16 years of marriage. 

Following a rather ugly incident with Rex 
Nongo at the Independence Flag Ceremony 

at Ru faro Stadium, I decided to immigrate 
to South Africa and in 1981 departed my 
beloved Rhodesia and began working at 

the Carlton Centre in Johannesburg.  

After only 6 months of being in the 
country I was retrenched for the 1 st time ð 

other retrenchments were to follow!  

John van Rooyen and I married on 31 
December 1982 and were blessed with a 
son in June 1984.  

As John was a member of the National 
Intelligence Agency we were transferred 
fairly often and after leaving 

Johannesburg we lived in Bloemfontein 
and Eas t London.  

Shortly after my divorce I relocated to 
Pietermaritzburg where I worked for 

Professional Providence Society as PA to 
the General Manager.  My son completed 

his Matric there at Carter High School.  

Eight years ago I met someone and we 
have been tog ether since.  He is a 
musician and as a result we moved from 

Pietermaritzburg to Johannesburg where I 
worked for IBM Logistics near the airport.  

He was offered his old job back at the FET 
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located in the UK for the purpose of geriatric nursing and care giving.ó 

 
 

After leaving the BSAP I tried a few jobs before settling down  in the personnel 

department of good old Haddon & Sly Departmental Store.   However, after the 

death of my mom, the other side of the Limpopo called and I left the country in 

January of 1989. 

Footloose, I moved about South Africa quite a lot in the Hospitality industry  

and although I enjoyed the work, I never really settled down.  But in õ98 a 

chance call to Jenny Papenfus, who was then working at the Carousel Casino 

outside Pretoria, saw me soon joining the Sun International group and when a 

transfer came up for the Wild Coast I jumped at the opportunity to return to 

Paradise.  Still there!   I finally put down some roots and bought my home in 

Port Edward.  As a Shift Manager at the Wild Coast Casino Surveillance Dept I 

still enjoy the business of catching crooks ð I guess what started 36 years ago 

is still in the blood.   

  

Would love to hear from any of the old crowd ð please contact me at 

clevedononsea@telkomsa.net  Thanks, Wendyó 

 

 

 
This page sponsored by Pete & Gill Colepeper 

 

WPO 185 Cathy Fitzgerald :  ȰWhen I 

left the force at the end of the 1970s my 

ex husband and I re-located to Natal for 

10 years.  Then I moved to Jhb as a 

secretary/personal assistant before 

returning to Natal.  I am currently  

 

 

WSO 225 Wendy Kalshoven 
òServing in the BSAP from 24 July 

1973 I left with the rank of WSO 

on 26 May 1981.  Most of my 

postings were in Matabeleland with 

various stints in Traffic, Bulawayo 

Central and Hillside.  The attached 

picture was from my brief posting 

to Morris Depot for the training of the 

first multiracial WPO Squad in 1979. 

After leaving the BSAP I tried a few jobs 

before settling down  in the personnel 

department of good old Haddon & Sly 

Departmental Store.   However, after the 

death of my mom, the other side of the 

Limpopo called and I left the country in 

January of 1989. 

Footloose, I moved about South Africa 

quite a lot in the Hospitality industry  and 

although I enjoyed the work, I never really 

settled down.  But in ô98 a chance call to 

Jenny Papenfus, who was then working at 

the Carousel Casino outside Pretoria, saw 

me soon joining the Sun International 

group and when a transfer came up for the 

Wild Coast I jumped at the opportunity to 

return to Paradise.  Still there!   I finally put 

down some roots and bought my home in 

Port Edward.  As a Shift Manager at the 

Wild Coast Casino Surveillance Dept I still 

enjoy the business of catching crooks ï I 

guess what started 36 years ago is still in 

the blood.   

  

Would love to hear from any of the old 

crowd ï please contact me at 

clevedononsea@telkomsa.net  

  

 

 

mailto:clevedononsea@telkomsa.net
mailto:clevedononsea@telkomsa.net
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a Scotsman,  and have two wonderful sons aged 23 and 21 both at varsity in 

Cape Town and Stellenbosch.  I worked with my husband throughout my 

married life, living in Fourways Gardens Jhb. 

 

Moved to the Natal Midlands in 2001 while my sons were at 

Michaelhouse. Managed a coffee shop on our property, I also hand painted and 

fired ceramics. To keep fit I ran and taught spinning classes. 

Moved to Durban end 2005 where I worked part-time in a private gym teaching 

spinning classes.  I work from home doing airbrush tanning and recently 

trained to be a gents barber to work on ocean liners. 

I took up running in 1996 completing various Marathons 42.2km and Ultra 

Marathons 56km and I completed two Comrades Marathons in 1998 and 1999.  

I took up underwater diving PADI and completed my Rescue Divers Course. I 

have swum 7 Germiston 1200m and 7 Bronkhorstspruit 1500m and 12 

Midmar Miles. 

In 2006 I summited Mt Kilimanjaro In Tanzania a height of 5895m above sea 

level, and in 2007 I completed a Tandem Skydive Jump from 9500ft.  

Thats my life in a nutshell, hope this is what you require. Berió 

 
 

A RECENT VISIT TO ZIMBABWE 
 
From Barry Woan  -   
 
ñ Dave Callow and I have just returned from a two week trip to Bulawayo and 

thought  members might be interested in what turned out to be a most rewarding 

experience. 

 

 

 

WPO 426 Berenice Tarr  Ȱ I emigrated 

to South Africa in Dec 1981 and worked 

for Imperial Car Rental in Johannesburg 

eventually promoted to Branch Manager 

Spartan.  Married in 1984 to Lee Dutton, 

Scotsman and have two wonderful sons 

aged 23 and 21 both at varsity in Cape 

Town and Stellenbosch.  I worked with my 

husband throughout my married life, living in Fourways 

Gardens Jhb. 

  
Moved to the Natal Midlands in 2001 while my sons 
were at Michaelhouse. Managed a coffee shop on our 
property, I also hand painted and fired ceramics. To 
keep fit I ran and taught spinning classes. 
Moved to Durban end 2005 where I worked part-time 
in a private gym teaching spinning classes.  I work 
from home doing airbrush tanning and recently trained 
to be a gents barber to work on ocean liners. 
  
I took up running in 1996 completing various 
Marathons 42.2km and Ultra Marathons 56km and I 
completed two Comrades Marathons in 1998 and 
1999.  I took up underwater diving PADI and 
completed my Rescue Divers Course. I have swum 7 
Germiston 1200m and 7 Bronkhorstspruit 1500m 
and 12 Midmar Miles. 
In 2006 I summited Mt Kilimanjaro In Tanzania a 
height of 5895m above sea level, and in 2007 I 
completed a Tandem Skydive Jump from 9500ft.  
  
Thats my life in a nutshell, hope this is what you 
require. 
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Our purpose was to contribute in a small way to the plight of pensioners in 

Zimbabwe and in particular in Bulawayo. 

I must say at the outset that the fantastic efforts made by the Zimbabwe Pensioners 

Relief Fund represented by Norman Nimmo and co and by another Relief fund run 

by Mrs Kath Olds in England (wife of war veteran murdered farmer Martin Olds) 

are making huge inroads into the plight of our pensioners nation wide and we 

personally saw the fruits of their efforts.  We wholeheartedly support these 

initiatives 

Back to the trip. We left Ramsgate heavily loaded with the first stop 

Pietermaritzburg for coffee with Duncan 'Porky' Paull 8980 and handed over 

copies of Dave Lemons new book 'Blood Sweat and Lions'. 

Then onto Johannesburg where we night stopped with Bryan Smith 10098 and his 

family. Early next morning departed a city in chaos (due to extensive preparation 

for World Cup) and arrived at a relatively quiet Border Post of Beitbridge. 

The usual slow pace of officials and some wranglings over the boxes saw us 

through in just over two hours. 

The journey into Bulawayo was uneventful passing though very dry countryside 

and not much traffic. Six Police road blocks and two "Tollgates' were encountered 

on the way.The Police were most polite on all occasions and in some instances 

well presented although most uniform was well worn. We felt comfortable in 

telling them that we were former members and were met with remarks like : in the 

BSAP those were the days or why donôt you come back we need you........ some 

change from previous attitudes. 

The Tollgates consisted of a tent on the side of the road and a stop sign in the 

middle of the road manned by a policeman and a member of Revenue Services 

armed with a pen and receipt book 

One US dollar or ten rand was the fee and a short chat and receipt writing 

followed...thank goodness not much traffic. 

 

In Bulawayo we set about making contact with ex BSAP members and others to 

establish where we should distribute the boxes. We soon realized that the 

established relief organisations both inside and outside Zimbabwe were 

concentrating their efforts towards the Old People Homes and although they will 

always need more, we decided to look for the needy outside these 

establishments....and that is exactly what we did......most rewarding and in many 

instances quite tear jerking.. even for two old duddies ....... 
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It is these experiences which have motivated us to continue and we will be doing 

another trip in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken and Glenys McDonald 5247 who run the family travel and curio   shop were 

seen on several occasions  and were very helpful in finding recipients for our 

boxes. Many a tale washed down with good hops was had with Ken organising a 

little get together with the Chairman of  the Matabeleland Branch of the BSAP 

Association Tony Turner and Ken Berry 4750 at the back of the Curio Shop where 

again a couple of noggins were had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugh James 5348 who owns and runs a hardware shop with his two sons and Hugh 

Squair 6540 a transport operator who are all well and hopeful that change is 

coming 

Overall the situation appears to be getting better if only slightly. The Zim dollar 

has gone and all trade and salaries are paid in American dollars, Rand, Pula or 

Pound. 

The shops are full of groceries, clothing, electrical goods, furniture, tools, motor 

cars, motorcycles and boats in fact anything at a price...about 40% more expensive 

than South Africa 

We visited The Railway Museum in Raylton which is being maintained by elderly 

ex railwaymen and although a little shabby , work is being done to keep exhibits in 

reasonable nick. 

Bulawayo is clean, far cleaner than the towns to the north of Pretoria and crime is 

practically non existant. No Army were seen and no policemen carried firearms.  

 

 

 

Others visited were Hoppy and 

Ron Hopkins 6530 who is still 

painting and producing some 

wonderful pieces...when he can 

get the paint,  

 

It was not all work and no play and we sought out and had great 

times with many ex members. Our first port of call was Don and 

Kay Hatton 6451. Kay is very active in helping the poor pensioners 

and works daily at this.  
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We ate well in restaurants such as the Cattleman, Golden Spur and Bon Journee 

and even had an ice cream at the Eskimo Hut. 

All this is fine if you have money but the pensioners  donôt and rely on support 

from others.ò   

   COMRADES 

In our last issue we featured known ex BSAP runners in the annual 

Comrades Marathon.  Kiaran Al len  was the only other one to come   

forward to admit to running in this yearõs race so he, Brigitta & Nobby 

(our Chairman) were the joint winners of the 2009 BSAP Team Trophy!  

 

      
Once again thanks for the opportunity to be included in your  

newslett eréééé.. 

 
( ** Kiaran, and his father 4072  Paddy Allen, have  now joined Natal Branchétd ) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9083 Kiaran Allen writeséé.ó I ha ve completed 13 

comrades marathons ð did 11 consecutively from 1990 

to 2000 and then had an 8 years break and started 

again in 2008 competing again this year.  I really run 

for the pleasure, times are slower but Iõm keeping fit 

and keeping old age at bay!   Ha Ha! ** I am not a 

member of any association group  but do keep in 

contact with various  guys and the  numbers grow as 

the e -mails circulate.  

5836 Peter Colepeper sayséééóComrades 

Marathon - ran it 4 times in all -1992/3/5 and 

again in 2000.   London Marathon once in 1996 

[Gill did it as well and finished not too far behind 

me.]   Two Oceans marathon 10 times in all 1990 -

2002 with 2 gap years .ó 
 

 



26. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

WPO 426 Berenice  

Dutton (nee Tarr)  and her 

former husband, Lee, ran 

and completed two 

Comrades Marathons in 

1998 and 1999. 
 

Another worthy note ς Beri is 

also joining the Natal 

.ǊŀƴŎƘΧόǘŘΦύ 

 

6650 Peter Combes says ééóI have run the òfun runó 

between Pietermaritzburg and Durban on twelve 

occasions, and, finished on each occasion.   I was a very 

consistent runner achieving twelve bronze me dals, none 

of this rushing around for silver or gold ones!. My 

permanent number is 6600, which is 50 short of my 

regimental number 6650.  Age had caught up with me 

and my legs do not want to work as well as they did in 

years long gone by.ó   


