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ADVERTISEMENT

Collector of Rhodesiana

Why dondt you |isten to the wi
turn it into cash. | am looking to buy:

e BSAP badges including cloth
flashes and slip ons

e Books on Rhodesia

e Bits of uniform, kit and

equipment

| intend to make a donation to the Assoceatoy purchase made
Contact : Barry Woan on 0834430533 or Ramsgate : 039 3122028

e-mail T woanbrc@tiscali.co.za
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

The Last Parade

at the

B S AP Memorial
Sunday 28 July 2010

from 12h30 onwards
at the National Memorial Arboretum

Alrewas, Staffordshire, DE13 7AR

Unveiling- General The Lord Walker of Aldringham
Dedication- Rev. Terry Meslexspong (4600)

Entry to Arboretum is free & Pay and Display Car parking. Reception  will
be in our own dedicated Marquee, kindly supplied by Mike Coleman
(6737), which will be clearly marked with BSAP Flags.

For the less mobile & Marquee is approx. 300metres from Main Entrance.
Memorial is 150metres from Marquee 0 wheelchairs and /or electric
scooter chairs are available. Please contact the Arboretum direct, in
advance, if required. There will be seating at the Memorial site.

Dress Order 0 Badged Blazer if possible (or lounge suit) and Regimental
Tie. Medals will be worn .

At the co nclusion of Unveiling/Parade the Roll of Honour wi || be 61 aid
in the Arboretum Chapel.

Souvenir Programmes will be available on the day and a DVD of
proceedings will be available subsequently.
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A scene well know to all BSAP recruits who trained

at the Tomlinson Depot, Montague Avenue, Salisbury, Rhodesia.
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AComputersd. You eitherl i k eo r6 eyno uThedterm raetans different things

to different people but basically we fall into two @gdriesi the majority(who do)

and includeprobably99% of the younger generation and the minofitwh o don ot
andwho represent a similar percentage of the older ones.

The Natal Outpost is now published in two formiatsard copy for those who still
prefer this method and electronic, for those wiave expressed such preference
andalso those readersho are not necessarily members of the Natal Branch and
reside in other parts.

The following pearls of wisdomoaprse i nt e
if you happen to be one of those wihmes not possess or have access to a personal
computer; oas yet to learn howw switchit on; or does nothave e-mail; or

does not have ADSL ( Br oadbfunhdr)andtcanen vy o
FastForward. Being assured you will not be prejudiced by your choice (insofar

as getting your copy of the Natal Outpost is concerned).

My blurb so far is a lead in to a subject that | believe has been one of the best
things since sliced breddthe BSAP vebsitei www.bsap.org

The Web Site Administrator, 8646 Andrew Field, in my opinion deserves a medal.
His introduction to his brain child appears elsewhere in this edition but | would
urge ALL of you qualified to doso and have not yet done so to go and have a
look. You should not regret it.

It has much more to offer than can be captuliedany Outpost magazine. Whilst
eachbranch of the Association has been a
can learn muclof where many of his former colleagues are todaycluding

photos in some cases.

Which brings me to an important observation? We all know, sfvora hands on
experience, thathere are probably hundreds dbrmer colleagues spread around
the worldwho, for reasons best known to themselves, do not choose to be counted
by becoming a member of the Associatioget they are prepared to submit their
details for publication osaid website ,often with the comment they would like to


http://www.bsap.org/
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keep in touchwith their mates There are presently just under 1000 former
members featured otne internet (938 to be exact as at beginning April this
year) and | would like to bet that a very high proportion of them are NOT
members. WHY?

I dondt e xapyeanswersna that questioh. | have expressed my views

in previous editionsof the Outpost but what gets meis that when we locate

some of these reluctant heroes (here in Natal as an exampléhey respondto

our initial aipgd o(alc hhama n dtenl idtder al | y)

Final point on this subject (for now that is) | would urge all 938 of you {0 re
examine the personal details you initially provided. It is amazing how quickly
they can become out of date.

Sponsorship is gradually taking ofind our current income tops R1000the
Committee wishes to thankll of you who have contributed. Of special note is
the fact that one particular sponsor donated R300 to cover the cost of setting up
and printing the cover page. Whilst such spons@igts on remaining anonymous

I wi | | t el | you she i s one of our o0Gir
our male committee members, Denis Wyatt, to show ttiiatmen can also be
counteduponand has deposited a similar amount for the cover pageir next
Outpost in October.Sincere thankBenis(andouro u n d e r WROdp.v e r 6

The reason for inviting sponsorship is simpleith the spiraling costs of printing

and publishing our magazine in hard copy format could well result in fewer and
shortereditions. The generous donations we receive from time to time are used to
support the financial Reserves intended to help those in beédthose of you

who have contributed something extra to support the Outpostadse much
appreciated.

Trevor Dutton (td.)

FOOTNOTE For those of you File missing

thinking of venturing into the

, - . - A Windows can not find the file.
g2 NI R 2T Oe o SNAal ! 5 Would you like some wine instead?
off by some of the terminology, at

times it can be quite easy to o No ]
understand
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CHAIl RMANGOS COMMENT

| thought | had written my last comment as chairman for the Natal Outpost.

However,because of théming betweenissues of our magazine and the AGM
scheduled ford™ June 2010, wherthe election of the commigeand a new
chairmanwill take place,our editor has suggestedplr e par e t he Cha
Comment for this edition

The good news is that the bulk of the committee has agreed to stand again for re
election. It was hoped that Malcolm Wiltshire could continoeprovide his
excellent direction on the financial aspects of the Association Funds, but he has not
been well and his return to good health will take a while yet. We wish you a
speedy recovery Malcolm.

The end of an era! The Shamwari Club in Westvglao longer our base for social
gatherings. All the Rhodesian Forces that have usead ttenuefor meetings as
well asthe display oftheir regimental memorabiliancluding RASA/Flame Lily,
have withdrawn.

Our secretaryDesHowse,hascommenced theesrch for a newvatering hole and
details should be published shortlfthe BSAP memorabilia that was on display
has been recovered, mostly by those who owited variousitems, and the
remainder is currently in safe keeping with members of the committee.

The memorabiliadisplays of the Rhodesian Air Force, Army and SAS will be re
created at the Natal Mounted Rifl@&dMR), basel in Durban. | received a call
from Peter Maunder of the SAS Associatiavhio not only advised that space
would be made availablat the NMR for a display afur memorabilia,but urged
that we continue our wonderful history via a BSAP display.

There will be social gatherings at the NMR, but this is not to say that it would be
Aour spoto for such g a tthe ecominggc@emmittéde towo u | ¢
give serious consideration to the NMR for the purpose of the historical display of

the BSAP.

I f you can keep your head when all about you are
situation. Why else would ignorace be called bliss?
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A few years ag@530Norman Nimmocame to Durban to do a presentation on the
Zimbabwe Pensioners Support Funkhis worthy cause has been promoted by our
Association ever since. Regular feedback reports have revealed the wonderful
work done by the teams that go to Zimbabwe to provide support and relief to folk
who have lost virtually everything.Norman called just a few days ago to say that
he had become a permanent member of the Supportwitind responsibility for

the fund adhinistration.

He hadplanned to visit us in Natah May but as we now know heas tragically

killed in a motor accidenbefore he could make the tripNorman was a fine
example of dedication to others and a big loss tthalie not onlyelose to hinbut
especially the pensioners of Zimbabwe who had come to depend on him and his
organization for survival.

Like you, | am looking forward to theextedition of theNatal Outpost.

Paging through the recent editions, the mind is filled with moments, laamghs
thoughts of people that made up our wonderful BSA® it about our Mature

Me mber s, now in their 906s and mor e, i
the ladies of our regiment, the vehicles we rode in, the horses we rode on, our
leaders, chaters and indeed the profiles of those being part of or linked to the
BSAP. However, the editions are there and gfanat them from time to time s

for me,most enjoyable.

In my previous comment | mentioned the World Cup, the excitement thereof and
what may follow. May we enjoy being the centre of world attention during the
soccer event, enjoy meeting up with former colleagues visiting South Africa.

| had the pleasure, on May 5, 2010, of being present at a talk by Allister Sparks,
the author of severdooks and winner of many awards for his journalistic insight

to the events that have changed the history of South Africa. He reminded those
present of the worst bit of legislation ever devised in South Afri€he Land Act

of 1913. Later legislation, wth he described as the Industrial Colour Bar were
designedto ensure Black South Africans could not own land nor could they
become skilled for work. For many us, who grew up and lived in Rhodesia, we
may not have been aware of this type of legislatiors Hit a |l k , titled
Ti mesd, highlighted serious issues that
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exciting country for anything. May we take each day at a time and continue to be
there for one another.

In the last edition, | thanked membeok the committee for all their work and
support and hereby do say agaito Trevor, Malcolm, Des, Ken, Val and Denis. It
was my privilege to be chairman of the Natal Branch and | feel sure the new
chairman will feel the same wéywith sincere best wishes

I will also use this opportunity trecord mythanks tomy wife, NataschaShe has

neveroncec ompl ai ned about the times out wi

for sport and indeed worKfrom the time we were marriednd | could nohave
wished for better support

Nobby Clark

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : NATAL BRANCH

This important event took place at the Gerasramwari Club in Westville, from
6 pm on Friday 4 June 2010. Twentfour members attendethd the following
comments are probably noteworthy

e Members of the new committee are recorded on page 4. In realgmition of his ¢
performance -gaing Chairman Nobby Clark was unanimously elected by th

Committee an Honorary Member of tretiohssacidecision ratified by the
Meeting.

t

Mal colm Wi ltshireds premature retire
Des Howse taking over the role for the purpose of running our bank account wh
professional Financial Advisor willd@edeto look after our investments and
produce the necessary financial statements.

Cost of annual membership subscriptions will increaseMaiR BEDWES 1

To avoid any further increases we will require better sponsorship of the Natal Ot
in oder to offset significant rises in printing costs. Alternatively we may have
reduce the number of issues to two, perhaps even one, per year.

Our new Owatering holed is planned f
4.30 prgh July 2010, Be t Oe MOTHS Shellhole, Underwood Rd., Pinetown.
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A. C. KACHEMU

-
“Ask kim to identify the one that did ie™

BSAP WORLD NOMINAL ROLL

In our last Outpost (February 2010) | ventured an estimate of 2,500 former
members of the BSAP (Regulars, Women and Reserve) still alive and scattered
around the world. As no comments or reaction were forthcoming | can only
assume no one wishes to discuss the matter because the answer, which is a
frequently changing number due to our ever growing Obituary columns, will never
be known.

Once brief details of known memisen the fifteen branches worldwide are known
and published; then adding that total to the number of ex members who have
registered on thBSAP website (see separate article in this edition) and allowing
for those who are members of one or more branaliesshould come closer to
getting a feel for the total. This of course can never accommodate the numbers
who deliberately hide.



To complete the
picture in
respect of the 6
Stations of
Natal we only
need to feature
Margate (our
largest single
Station) and
Natal North
Coast (still
under
investigation by
Ken MacKay).
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Albertson Gus 8053
Alston John 7704
Anderson Mike 4927
Arkley John 8291
Ashworth Peter 5107
Beaver Maurice 4540
Beckett John 9203
Bishop John 7675
Bolton Mark 111108
Brown Fred 5708
Brownlow Roger 6785
Cheetham Ray 5685
Croasdell Brian 7394
Cumming Chris 8332
Davis Bill 902143
Davis Charlie 8674
Dolby John 5251
Fisher Michael 9069
Francis Peter 8081
Hardwick Gerry 6719/8126
Hatch George 5968
Huson Peter 5663
Long Peter 7176
McLennan George 8686
Merris Tony 7717
Messina Andy 7129
Millar Tom 10009
O6 Han!l on | Dennis 6457/7248
Olds Doug 8418
Packer Bob 8214
Parker Rob 8175
Parker Jac 5794
Patterson Steve 8866
Rae Keith 7027
Shaw Roger 7954
Smith Bryan 10098
Steyn George 8029
Underwood Ron 4225
VanRensberg Piet Janse 6133/9525
Von Horsten Butch 6467
Walton Courtney 6233
Williams Mike 6484

REGULARS



Willis Ed 7641

Woan Barry 8157

Woods Kevin 8531 TOTAL 3

Clarke Pauline 169/424 WOMEN POLICE

Kalshoven Wendy 225

Mason Cathy 185

Olds nee Lowe Sarah 154

Whitelaw Maureen 387 TOTAL 5

Critten Adi P/R POLICE RESEE

Cussard Bill P/R

De Witt Laurie 12300

Gibbons Val WFR

Drury John 26773

Eades Howard 90153

Greene John 230740R

Jones Bob 12682

Lawson Heath P/R

Lewis Alan 922330

Maree Burt P/R

Moller Fred 23300Y

Perryman Bert 14012

Pful Wavdl 199045

Reeves lan 14194

Smith lan 22848

Swanepoel Vernon 728880

Tantum Chris RA13687

Taylor Harry 22974W TOTAL19

GRAND TOTA9
THE BSAP WEBSITE

The BSA Police Regimental website has been functional for many
years and has been the O6hobbyhorsed of
I'ts i nception. The site was first hos

server and later moved off shore from Zimbabwe to Canada, where
Nigel Edwards, the son of Martin Edwards (5947), o ffered space for
the site. Peter Hirst (7996) had been instrumental in securing the
domain name www.bsap.org , which he donated to the Regiment.

This page sponsored by 3708 Bill Crabtree


http://www.bsap.org/
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What was the purpose of the  site that Andrew set out to establish?
In the simplest terms possible, it was all about networking a very
thinly spread group of former policemen around the globe, and
placing old comrades in touch with each other. While the
Regimental Branch network pro  vided much of this, it was relatively
regional, besides which a good number of
former members of the BSA Police never
joined Branches in their areas, yet yearned for
the camaraderie. The internet provided a
good platform for this rather unique club of
people and internationalised the function.

Andrew works closely with all the Branches

and has more recently allocated a page to
each Branch t o use as
wi ndowbo. This 1 s a pot
former members who would like a little more
than o6ceghbeattri onshipsd with former col |
social networking has become a global phenomena and a number of

former members have set up groups within social networks, such as

Facebook, for ex members and their families. These networ ks are

fast becoming a platform for both former regulars and reservists to

communicate through.

Over the years, the web site administrator, has maintained a

detailed database of former members and their present
whereabouts, and has plfermesalleagaeceagnd 61 on g
friends in touch with each other. The site has been the conduit to a

number of discussion groups, four of which have been active for

years.

This page sponsored by 5087 Robin Johnson
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More importantly the site delivers current i nformation about former

members, through current news pages, and a good bit of nostalgia

for those who care to visit. Former members of the force can get

listed on the website, with their contact details and portraits (then

and now). Incorporated in the site are a photo gallery and history

pages. Sadly, the site also lists all those members we know of, who

have passed away since 1980 and of Co
Honour (which has been carried in the book, Blue and Old Gold).

Anyone can visit the site, browse through the various sections and
enjoy the memories. Andrew would encourage former members to
register themselves on the database and stay in touch with their
former colleagues. He also makes an appeal for those who have
been listed on the site to keep their contact details current. Input
of previously unpublished images, or new ideas which will generate
yet further companionship amongst former members remain
welcome.

Wife: 'What are you doing?'Husband: Nothing. Wife : 'Nothing...? You've been reading

our marriage certificatefor an hour." Husband: 'l was looking for the expiry date.'

THE OUTPOST : VOLUME 1 NO. 1

We continue with our publication of thi
of Robin Johnsomvho discovered, what has now becomar@manuscript, in his

| ate father 6s pos s e-safled the ®ver and fouragesfo r w
advertisements and now pirint the origin
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THE OUTPOST.

\

EDITORS NOTES.

Notes, articles, shelches and photographs will be veceived with pleawire and published if possible

They should be addressed to the Editor,

“The Outpost) P.0O. Box 382, Salisbury, and showld be

posted Lo reach wy by the 15tk of each month. ANY SEWS pertaining to the Corps is of inferest.

In presenting you with the first number. of
The Outpost we hope you will not hesitate to let
us know whether you like it or not, and point out
any improvements vou think might be made, for
although we await with some trepidation the storm
of criticism that will inevitably break upon our
devoted*heads, it is by that that we can gafige the
requirements of our readers. We only hope that
members of the Corps find enough satisfaction in
their paper to give it their whole-hearted support
in the fature.

Tt is disappointing to relate that the blocks of
a number of excellent pictures with which we
hoped to illustrate our opening number have heen
sent ria Beiran iustead of via the Cape, and in
consequence will not be here in time to insert in
this issue, although they will of course be avail-
able to brighten later ones. Our. thanks are due
again to our contemporary, The Nonggai, for the
game photographs we publish. Ti The Oufpost
obtains the support we hope, there is no doubt that
equally excellent photographs by members of the
Corps will be published in the near future.

A copy of this number is being sent to all the
Police forces of the Empire—the Hong Kong and
Shanghai, the Canadian North-West Mounted,
the Metropolitan and others—and by this means
we hope to get in touch with any periodicals they
may publish, and exchange articles, photographs,
etc., which may be of interest to our readers.

* 3 - -

Lieut.-Col. Sir John Robert Chancellor,
K.CM.G.,, CM.G., DS.0., R.E., whose portrait
we publish on our frontispiece, is to be Rhodesia’s
first Governor. He has had a distinguished mili-
tary and administrative career, serving in the
Dongola Expedition in 1896, the Tirah Expedition,
1897-98, was present at the capture of the Dargai
Heights, and took part in other frontier cam-
paigns. In 1911 he was appointed Governor and
Commander-in-Chief for the Colony of Mauritius,
and in 1916 to a similar position in Trinidad and
Tobago, where he remained until 1921,

Comrades’ Magazine.—It is with pleasure that
we accede to the request of the editor of the above

magazine and bring it to the notice of members
of this Corps. It is an excellent little monthly
periodical, devoted to the interests of the Comrades
of the Great War, and containing many interesting
articles and sketches. Address: 14, Exploration
Buildings, Johannesbhurg.



We (o not want any correspondence, please,
about the faults of the horseman on the cover.
Having stared at it for two hours, and then passed
it for the printer, the proofs confronted us with
two errors, one of them—but can you see them?
If you succeed, peint them out to a non-subscriber
and gain a reputation for perspicacity, but spare
us, we beg.

. < - .

““Batezat's’’ lion stories, if hair-raising, are
very much the type of contribution we desire, that
is, accounts of interesiing experiences. “‘Fact
is'""—but we will not quote that again, but you
will see our point when you read his yarn, and
then sit down to tell us how you shot that guinea
fowl.

. - L -

Congratulations to S/M. Bartter, Sgt. Nash
and Cpl. Palmer on their promotion,

L . * *

The Caleutta Sweepstake.—This world-famed
sweep was won this year by an ex-member of the
B.S.A. Police, Captain Anthony Poole, who is at
present in Zanzibar., The prize amounted to
£60,000. Many members will remember Tony
Poole, who joined up in the early part of 1914,
and was at Wankie for some time, afterwards
leaving with the R.N.R. for German East. His
father, formerly of the 10th Hussars, is one of the
military knights of Windsor Castle,

. L] . .

An Eramination Paper.—The current issue of
the Rhodesia Defence Force Journal contains an
interesting set of questions which it is alleged were
set in the recent examination held in Depot (wher-
ever that is) of candidates desiring promotion from
Sergeant to Sergeant-Major. I say ‘“‘alleged”
firstly because it 1s a jovial journal which I opine
toc be not above pulling the civvy’s leg,é_

secondly because I can hardly credit that a police-
man can be called upon to assimilate the vast store
of miscellaneous and special knowledge implied by
this paper. I recommend every civilian to pro-
cure a copy of the journal, peruse the questions,
and join with me in congratulating Sergeants
Simmonds, Bartter, Breedon and Baker upon their
wonderful success in passing so searching an in-
quisition. It must he nothing less than ““a bally
honour to be arrested by one of these peripatetic
brain-pans in uniform.”

L - L *

The above extract appeared in The Indepen-
dent of 6Gth July above the signature of one
“George Washington.”” Needless to say, we de-
precate ‘‘Georgie’s’” base aspersions, but some of
his answers to the questions set are amusing
enough. Here is one of them:—

M.R.T.: “Give a specimen of three different
kinds of fire orders.”

Answer: 1. “‘Firel”
2. “Up, boys, and at 'em!”
3. “The Game's afoot.
Follow our spirit, and upon this charge,
Cry, ‘God for Harry," England, and—George
o Washington."”

* . . -

Rudyard Kipling in a letter to the Editor
wishes The Outpost every success, and regrets that
owing to illness last winter his work is very much in
arrears, and he cannot therefore associate himself
with our new venture, as we very much hoped he
would be able to do.

Last mail hrought the pictures we wanted from
England, and in this issue will be found ‘‘The
Charge of the 21st Lancers at Omdurman.” There
are many others of a dimilar nature available for
issue in subsequent numbers of The Outpost.

This page spongsed by 5666 Dave Wright
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There were also just two Obituari¢ow times have changed!

Membership of this unique body has risendiateen the latest four being-

OBITUARY.

—_—

It is with deep sorrow that we have to record
the death of Sub-Inspector Charles Edmund James
MeGinnis at Salisbury Hospital on the 30th of
June.

S/T. MecGinnis joined the Corps m 1908 and
rose to the rank of sergeant in 1912. During the
war he transferred to the R.N.R. as A/Quarter-
master, with the rank of Inspector, and received a
temporary commission when he went to East Africa
in the same year. He returned in 1918, and, re-
linquishing his commission, resumed the rank of
Sub-Inspector in the B.S.A. Police.

Our sympathy goes out to his wife and two
children.

-_——

It is with great sorrow that we learn of the
death of Trooper Geoffrey Manwaring Noakes from
blackwater fever at Melsetter on the 22nd June
last. He joined the Corps in 1921, after making a
remarkable trek on foot from Nyasaland, and was
transferred to Umtali district in the same year.

BSAP MATURE MEMBER CLUB

(3497) Beryl Casté/ard (widow of Billy Bulawayo

OoyprT?o

3676 John Hamiltog Johannesburg

oynm WY/ 2 2-Jdbanhedblury y a2y
52NBSy 9 g&Biukviajo. 0 6 A R2 ¢

2T

Of these new members we have only received details in time for this Outpost for

Coot Atkinson.
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In our next Outpostve will publish(hopefully)an updated list of alsixteen with

the special request that should any reader live close to or have any contact with
these elderly statesmen (and women) would they kindly download and print a
O2Lk 27F 2dzad GKS {W./{['!t. @!l¢yRvILIa®P&E . Oiw 2y

3801 Philip Whitbread
Atkinson__ was born in Dorking,

England, on 22 November 1919. He

joined the BSAP in 1939 and served in

the equestrian  section, training re -
mounts and also as a farrier.

He excelled in most sports and played for all the sporting teams, e.g. rugby,

soccer, hockey, and was the half and one mile athletic champion. He won

the Rhodesian welter -weight boxing championship and was Victor Lud orum
at the end of his recruit  ment .

After leaving the police in 1945 he went into farming in the Palm

Block/Centenary district until 1975, when, having had two farms

commandeered, sold the remaining home farm and moved to a small -holding

outside Harare. A s well as keeping cattle, he served as Sales Supervisor for

the Tobacco Marketing Board on the Tobacco Floors, and then, in 1983,

decided to leave Zimbabwe and settle in Johannesburg. Here he was

empl oyed as Estate Manager at Stforfeayears 6 s Pr e
and i s now | iving out hi s 0gol den yearso i
celebrated his 90 ™ birthday in November 2009, when his four great
grandchildren sang OHappy Birthdayd to him in

My wife said "Watcha doin' foday?"

! said “Nothing"

.Y, I said " wasn't finished.”

www. wackywi's. com
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A STORY OF A POLICE DOG

The Cover picture on our last Natal Outpost (February 2010 : issue No.
83) featured BSA Police Dog No 211 Leon. Leon was no ordinary police
dog (if there could ever be such a thing) and the unusual story of his

experiences whilst serving in the BSAP caught the interest of Neil
Lur sson of The Star o0s Africa News Ser
article which featured i n the Johanneshb

o T h&tory of Leon, the police dog, starts on August 23, 1967 0 an
oppressively hot and tense day in the Tjolotjo area of northern
Matabeleland. On this day Rhodesian security forces in the area were
closing In on heavily armed terrori st
northern border.

Two police dogs and their handlers were detailed to lead a small army
patrol in search of the enemy. Leon, an Alsatian not yet two years old,
was one of the dogs and his handler, 7009 Constable Spencer Thomas.
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The pursuit team followed the dogs through the tall brown grass of
/deal guerilla country.

The police detall leading the patrol took the full force of the terrorist

fire when it came.  Constable Thomas, just 23 years old, was killed
instantly and his fellow dog handler wounded 9 his dog also killed in the
hail of bullets.

During the s kirmish Leon disappeared, without anyone knowing whether
the young dog had fled in panic or had also been killed. Following the
mop-up there was no sign of the big black and tan Alsatian 0 Police Dog
211 Leon was posted as missing d presumed dead.

More th an a month later reports came in about an Alsatian dog seen

hanging around the Pumula Mission Station, some 40 miles from the

scene of the fire fight. It seemed the dog would not allow anyone to

approach him. Two dog handlers were sent from Bulawayo an d located

the animal who was soon identified as Leon. Supt. Ron Gardiner, of
Pol i ce HOQ, reported oThe dog was t hin,
But Leon refused to come to his finders.

Six weeks after he had disappeared Leon was caught in a cage bait ed
with meat and milk. The decision then had to be made whether it was
worth retaining this scruffy, tick  -bitten animal 3 would it be worth the
time and effort required to try and restore the former police dog?

The answer was affimative Jdand Gar thé oBait cHor st en
the scene.
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Here we quote the story -teller verbatim -0 But ch von Horsten
bluff, genial cop who has been a regular choice as front row forward in
Rhodesi ads natamdon severalrseagohsy Sowh African

born Butch is a tiger on the rugby field, as the touring French found

when he rattled them by scoring a first half try for Rhodesia two

years ago dthe first try scored against them during the tour.

But no man is gentler when it comes to dogs.  Section Officer von
Horsten was given the task of making Leon an effective patrol dog
again.

Butch immediately warmed to the animal. Leon, he recalls, had a

character of his own, quite different from the dogs he had handled n

the past. Gradually he nursed Leon back to 80 Ibs of fighting trim.
Festering sores from tick bites, s ome
heal ed and hi s coat was groomed back tc

Leon responded to balanced meals of meat, milk and pro tein enriched
food. The essential bond of affection between dog and handler
developed.

Rhodesian police dogs are one-man dogs. Although members of the Dog
Unit can handl e each ot herdbs dogs I f n
man and dog a really efficien t unit cannot be shared.

Leon had been Spencer Thomasdés dog, h é
touch, his voice, his moods, his affection. Butch had to replace the
dead man.
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