
 



ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

 

Collector of Rhodesiana  

 

Why donõt you listen to the wife and clean out that old trunk under the bed and 

turn it into cash.    I am looking to buy:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I intend to make a donation to the Association on every purchase made 

Contact : Barry Woan  on 0834430533  or Ramsgate : 039 3122028 

e-mail ï woanbrc@tiscali.co.za  

 

 BSAP badges including cloth 

flashes and slip ons  

 Books  on Rhodesia  

 Bits of uniform, kit and 

equipment 

 

mailto:woanbrc@tiscali.co.za


3. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Last Parade 

at the 

B S A P Memorial 

Sunday 25th July 2010 

from 12h30 onwards  

at the National Memorial Arboretum 

Alrewas, Staffordshire, DE13 7AR 

Unveiling - General The Lord Walker of Aldringham 

                     Dedication - Rev. Terry Mesley-Spong (4600) 

Entry  to Arboretum is free ð Pay and Display Car parking. Reception  will 

be in our own dedicated Marquee, kindly supplied by Mike Coleman 

(6737), which will be clearly marked with BSAP Flags.  

For the less mobile  ð Marquee is approx. 300metres from Main Entrance. 

Memorial is 150metres from Marquee ð wheelchairs and /or electric 

scooter chairs are available. Please contact the Arboretum direct, in 

advance, if required. There will be seating at the Memorial site.  

Dress Order  ð Badged Blazer if possible (or lounge suit) and Regimental 

Tie. Medals  will be worn . 

At the co nclusion of Unveiling/Parade the Roll of Honour  will be ôlaid upõ 

in the Arboretum Chapel.  

Souvenir Programmes  will be available on the day and a DVD  of 

proceedings will be available subsequently.  

 



 

 

                                  

                                  Chairman  -     Trevor Wilson           031 716 8233(h) 

                                                                                           082 324 9796 

                                                                                           tandl@ledom.co.za  

                                  Secretary/  -     Des Howse              031 716 8912(h) 

                                  Treasurer         PO Box 3019           0865086042(f) 
                                                          Assagay 3624          083 440 6740(c) 
                                                                                           dlh@ledom.co.za  
            Members   -    Dick Isemonger       031 765 7412(h) 
                                                                                          084 264 7653(c) 

                                                                                          rbisemonger@telkomsa.net     

                                                          Ken Wood               031 767 2875(h) 

                                    084 737 4062(c) 

                                    kywood@polka.co.za 

                                                                       Denis Wyatt             031 266 6871(h) 

                                                                                          073 979 0567(c)    

                                                                                          DWyatt@hub.co.za  

                                       Editor  -     Trevor Dutton           031 764 3853(h/f) 

                                                         6 Magenta Gardens 082 896 1911(c) 

                                                        19 Park Lane             imakulu@gmail.com  

                                                         KLOOF 3610                   

                                                          

                                                                                         

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

COVER PHOTO  :   A scene well known to all BSAP recruits who trained 

at the Tomlinson Depot, Montague Avenue, Salisbury, Rhodesia. 

Banking Details 

 

Account      BSAP Regimental Association 

Bank      First National Bank, Hillcrest 

Account No.      50800026772 

Branch Code      220826 

 

Ref:        Include your name & type of payment 

e.g. subs/dinner/donation/sponsor etc. 

 

Please try to avoid making a cash 

deposit 
 

 

Committee members of the Natal Branch 

of the BSAP Regimental Association 

2010 - 2011 
 

mailto:tandl@ledom.co.za
mailto:dlh@ledom.co.za
mailto:rbisemonger@telkomsa.net
mailto:kywood@polka.co.za
mailto:DWyatt@hub.co.za
mailto:imakulu@gmail.com


 CONTENTS 

                         ITEM                                                                                PAGE 

                         The  Last Parade                                                                                3   

                              %ÄÉÔÏÒȭÓ .ÏÔÅÓ                                                                                    6 

                              ChairmÁÎȭÓ #ÏÍÍÅÎÔ                                                                      8 

                              Natal Branch AGM                                                                          10 

                              AC Kachemu                                                                                     11  

                              BSAP World Nominal Roll                                                            11    

                              The BSAP website                                                                           13 

                              The Outpost ɀ Vol 1 : No. 1                                                           15 

                              BSAP Mature Members Club                                                        18 

                              A Story of a Police Dog  -  Part 1                                                  20 

                              Women Police                                                                                   24 

                              Station Notes                                                                                     27 

                              Obituaries                                                                                          29 

                              Photographic Round Up                                                                32/3 3  

                              Natal Profile : 4250 Maurice Hambley Beaver                       34 

                              Letters to the Editor                                                                       41 

                             Ȱ3ÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÎÔÁÒcÔÉÃȱ  - Part 1                                              43                         

                              Police Displays                                                                                 51 

                              Twenty Years Ago                                                                           54 

                              BSA Police Commissioners                                                           57 

                              Calendar of Events for 2010                                                        63  

                              Hillcrest braai photographs                                                         64 

 



%$)4/2ȭ3  ./4%3 

ñComputersò.   You either  like óem or you donôt. The term means different things 

to different people but basically we fall into two categories ï the majority (who do) 

and includes probably 99% of the younger generation and the minority (who donôt) 

and who represent a similar percentage of the older ones. 

The Natal Outpost is now published in two formats ï hard copy for those who still 

prefer this method and electronic, for those who have expressed such preference 

and also those readers  who are not necessarily members of the Natal Branch and  

reside in other parts. 

The following pearls of wisdom are intended for the aforesaid ómajorityô group, so 

if you happen to be one of those who does not possess or have access to a personal 

computer; or has yet to learn how to  switch it on;  or does not  have  e-mail;  or 

does not have ADSL (Broadband) then you donôt have to read further  and  can 

Fast Forward.    Being assured you will not be prejudiced by your choice (insofar 

as getting your copy of the Natal Outpost is concerned).  

My blurb so far is a lead in to a subject that I believe has been one of the best 

things since sliced bread ï the BSAP website ï www.bsap.org 

The Web Site Administrator, 8646 Andrew  Field, in my opinion deserves a medal.   

His  introduction to his brain child appears elsewhere in this edition but I would 

urge ALL of you qualified  to do so and have not yet done so to go and have a 

look.  You should not regret it. 

It  has  much more to offer than can be captured  in any Outpost magazine.  Whilst 

each  branch of the Association has been allocated its own web page the óreaderô 

can learn much of where many of his former colleagues are today,  including 

photos in some cases. 

Which brings me to an important observation?   We all know, some  from hands on 

experience, that  there  are probably hundreds of  former colleagues spread around 

the world who, for reasons best known to themselves, do not choose to be counted  

by becoming a member of the Association ï yet they are prepared to submit their 

details for publication on said website,  often with the comment they would like to  

 

http://www.bsap.org/
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keep in touch with their mates!   There are presently just under 1000 former 

members featured on the internet  (938 to be exact ï as at beginning April this 

year) and I would like to bet that a very high proportion of them are NOT 

members.   WHY? 

I donôt expect many, if any, answers to that question.   I have expressed my views 

in previous editions  of  the Outpost  but what gets me  is that when  we locate 

some of  these  reluctant  heroes  (here in Natal as an example)  they respond  to 

our initial approach and then ñdieò (I hope not literally).  

Final point on this subject (for now that is) I would urge all 938 of you to re-

examine  the personal details you initially provided.  It is amazing how quickly 

they can become out of date.   

Sponsorship is gradually taking off and our current income tops R1000 ï the 

Committee wishes to thank  all of you who have contributed.   Of special note is 

the fact that one particular sponsor donated R300 to cover the cost of setting up 

and  printing the cover page.  Whilst such sponsor insists on remaining anonymous 

I will tell you she is one of our óGirls of Natalô.   This may have prompted one of 

our male committee members, Denis Wyatt, to show that the men  can also be 

counted upon and has deposited a similar amount for the cover page of our next 

Outpost in October.   Sincere thanks Denis (and our óunder coverô WPO) . 

The reason for inviting sponsorship is simple ï with the spiraling costs of printing 

and publishing our magazine in hard copy format could well result in fewer and 

shorter editions.   The generous donations we receive from time to time are used to 

support the financial Reserves intended to help those in need, but  those of you 

who have contributed something extra to support the Outpost are  also much 

appreciated. 

 

Trevor Dutton  (td.) 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOTNOTE :    For those of you 

thinking of venturing into the 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŎȅōŜǊǎǇŀŎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ 

off by some of the terminology ς at 

times it can be quite easy to 

understand. 
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CHAIRMANôS COMMENT 

 

I thought I had written my last comment as chairman for the Natal Outpost.  

 

However, because of the timing between issues of our magazine and the AGM 

scheduled for 4
th
 June 2010, when the election of the committee and a new 

chairman will take place, our editor has suggested I prepare the Chairmanôs 

Comment for this edition 

 

The good news is that the bulk of the committee has agreed to stand again for re-

election. It was hoped that Malcolm Wiltshire could continue to provide his 

excellent direction on the financial aspects of the Association Funds, but he has not 

been well and his return to good health will take a while yet. We wish you a 

speedy recovery Malcolm.  

 

The end of an era! The Shamwari Club in Westville is no longer our base for social 

gatherings.  All the Rhodesian Forces that have used this venue for meetings as 

well as the display of their regimental memorabilia, including RASA/Flame Lily, 

have withdrawn.   

 

Our secretary, Des Howse, has commenced the search for a new watering hole and 

details should be published shortly.  The BSAP memorabilia that was on display 

has been recovered, mostly by those who owned the various items, and the 

remainder is currently in safe keeping with members of the committee.  

 

The memorabilia displays of the Rhodesian Air Force, Army and SAS will be re-

created at the Natal Mounted Rifles (NMR), based in Durban.   I received a call 

from Peter Maunder of the SAS Association, who not only advised that space 

would be made available at the NMR for a display of our memorabilia, but urged 

that we continue our wonderful history via a BSAP display.  

 

There will be social gatherings at the NMR, but this is not to say that it would be 

ñour spotò for such gatherings. I would, however, urge the incoming committee to 

give serious consideration to the NMR for the purpose of the historical display of 

the BSAP.  

 
If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs, chances are you donôt understand the 

situation.  Why else would ignorance be called bliss? 
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A few years ago 7530 Norman Nimmo came to Durban to do a presentation on the 

Zimbabwe Pensioners Support Fund.  This worthy cause has been promoted by our 

Association ever since. Regular feedback reports have revealed the wonderful 

work done by the teams that go to Zimbabwe to provide support and relief to folk 

who have lost virtually everything.   Norman called just a few days ago to say that 

he had become a permanent member of the Support Fund with a responsibility for 

the fund administration.  

 

He had planned to visit us in Natal in May but as we now know he was tragically 

killed in a motor accident before he could make the trip.  Norman was a fine 

example of dedication to others and a big loss to all those not only close to him but 

especially the pensioners of Zimbabwe who had come to depend on him and his 

organization for survival. 

 

Like you, I am looking forward to the next edition of the Natal Outpost.  

Paging through the recent editions, the mind is filled with moments, laughs and 

thoughts of people that made up our wonderful BSAP.  Be it about our Mature 

Members, now in their 90ôs and more, including our Bill Crabtree, here in Natal; 

the ladies of our regiment, the vehicles we rode in, the horses we rode on, our 

leaders, characters and indeed the profiles of those being part of or linked to the 

BSAP.  However, the editions are there and glancing at them from time to time is, 

for me, most enjoyable. 

 

In my previous comment I mentioned the World Cup, the excitement thereof and 

what may follow. May we enjoy being the centre of world attention during the 

soccer event, enjoy meeting up with former colleagues visiting South Africa. 

 

I had the pleasure, on May 5, 2010, of being present at a talk by Allister Sparks, 

the author of several books and winner of many awards for his journalistic insight 

to the events that have changed the history of South Africa. He reminded those 

present of the worst bit of legislation ever devised in South Africa ï The Land Act 

of 1913. Later legislation, which he described as the Industrial Colour Bar were 

designed to ensure Black South Africans could not own land nor could they 

become skilled for work. For many us, who grew up and lived in Rhodesia, we 

may not have been aware of this type of legislation. His talk, titled, óCritical 

Timesô, highlighted serious issues that lay ahead, but he would not leave this  
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exciting country for anything. May we take each day at a time and continue to be 

there for one another. 

 

In the last edition, I thanked members of the committee for all their work and 

support and hereby do say again ï to Trevor, Malcolm, Des, Ken, Val and Denis. It 

was my privilege to be chairman of the Natal Branch and I feel sure the new 

chairman will feel the same way ï with sincere best wishes.  

 

I will also use this opportunity to record my thanks to my wife, Natascha.  She has 

never once complained about the times out with the óboysô and vast óaway periodsô 

for sport and indeed work  (from the time we were married) and I could not have 

wished  for better support.                                           

 

Nobby Clark 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : NATAL BRANCH  

 

This important event took place at the German-Shamwari Club in Westville, from 

6 pm on Friday 4
th
 June 2010.  Twenty-four members attended and the following 

comments are probably noteworthy ï 

 Members of the new committee are recorded on page 4.  In recognition of his sterling 

performance  out-going Chairman Nobby Clark was unanimously elected by the 

Committee an Honorary Member of the Association ð a decision ratified by the 

Meeting. 

 Malcolm Wiltshireõs premature retirement as Treasurer, due to poor health, results in 

Des Howse taking over the role for the purpose of running our bank account whilst a 

professional Financial Advisor will be retained to look after our investments and 

produce the necessary financial statements. 

 Cost of annual membership subscriptions will increase to R80 wef 1 March 2011. 

 To avoid any further increases  we will require better sponsorship of the Natal Outpost 

in order to offset significant rises in printing costs.  Alternatively we may have to 

reduce the number of issues to two, perhaps even one, per year. 

 Our new ôwatering holeõ is planned for the second Friday of every month, commencing 

4.30 pm 9th July 2010, at Better ôOle  MOTHS  Shellhole, Underwood Rd., Pinetown. 
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BSAP WORLD NOMINAL ROLL  

 

In our last Outpost (February 2010) I ventured an estimate of 2,500 former 

members of the BSAP (Regulars, Women and Reserve) still alive and scattered 

around the world.   As no comments or reaction were forthcoming I can only 

assume no one wishes to discuss the matter because the answer, which is a 

frequently changing number due to our ever growing Obituary columns, will never 

be known. 

 

Once brief details of known members in the fifteen branches worldwide are known 

and published; then adding that total to the number of ex members who have 

registered on the BSAP website (see separate article in this edition) and allowing 

for those who are members of one or more branches, we should come closer to 

getting a feel for the total.  This of course can never accommodate the numbers 

who deliberately hide. 
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Albertson Gus 8053 REGULARS 

Alston John 7704 

 Anderson Mike 4927 

 Arkley John  8291 

 Ashworth Peter 5107 

 Beaver Maurice 4540 

 Beckett John 9203 

 Bishop John 7675 

 Bolton Mark 111108 

 Brown Fred 5708 

 Brownlow Roger 6785 

    
 Cheetham Ray 5685 

 Croasdell Brian 7394 

 Cumming Chris 8332 

 Davis Bill  902143 

 Davis Charlie 8674 

 Dolby John 5251 

 Fisher Michael 9069 

 Francis Peter 8081 

 Hardwick Gerry 6719/8126 

 Hatch George 5968 

 Huson Peter 5663 

     Long Peter 7176 

 McLennan George 8686 

 Merris Tony 7717 

 Messina Andy 7129 

 Millar  Tom 10009 

 OôHanlon Dennis 6457/7248 

 Olds Doug 8418 

 Packer Bob 8214 

 Parker Rob 8175 

 Parker Jac 5794 

 Patterson Steve 8866 

 Rae Keith 7027 

 Shaw Roger 7954 

 Smith Bryan 10098 

 Steyn George 8029 

 Underwood Ron 4225 

 VanRensberg Piet Janse 6133/9525 

 Von Horsten Butch 6467 

 Walton Courtney 6233 

 Williams Mike 6484  
 

To complete the 

picture in 

respect of  the 6 

Stations  of 

Natal we only 

need to feature 

Margate (our 

largest single 

Station) and 

Natal North 

Coast (still 

under 

investigation by 

Ken MacKay).    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE BSAP WEBSITE 

The BSA Police Regimental website has been functional  for many 

years and has been the ôhobbyhorseõ of Andrew Field (8646) since 

its inception.  The site was first hosted on Andrewõs personal web 

server and later moved off shore from Zimbabwe to Canada, where 

Nigel Edwards, the son of Martin Edwards (5947), o ffered space for 

the site.  Peter Hirst (7996) had been instrumental in securing the  

domain name www.bsap.org , which he donated to the Regiment.   

This page sponsored by 3708 Bill Crabtree 

Willis  Ed 7641 

 Woan Barry 8157 

 Woods Kevin 8531       TOTAL  45 

    Clarke Pauline 169/424 WOMEN POLICE 

Kalshoven Wendy 225 

 Mason Cathy 185 

 Olds nee Lowe Sarah 154 

 Whitelaw Maureen 387       TOTAL    5 

    Critten Adi P/R POLICE RESERVE 

Cussard Bill  P/R 

 De Witt Laurie 12300 

 Gibbons Val W F R 

 Drury John 26773 

 Eades Howard 90153 

 Greene John 230740R 

 Jones Bob 12682 

 Lawson Heath P/R 

 Lewis Alan  922330 

 Maree Burt P/R 

 Moller Fred 23300Y 

 Perryman Bert 14012 

 Pful Wavell  199045 

 Reeves Ian 14194 

 Smith Ian 22848 

 Swanepoel Vernon 728880 

 Tantum Chris RA13687 

 Taylor Harry 22974W     TOTAL   19 

    

  
          

 
GRAND TOTAL 69 

http://www.bsap.org/
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What was the purpose of the site that Andrew set out to establish?  

In the simplest terms possible, it was all about networking a very 

thinly spread group of former policemen around the globe, and 

placing old comrades in touch with each other.  While the 

Regimental Branch network pro vided much of this, it was relatively 

regional, besides which a good number of 

former members of the BSA Police never 

joined Branches in their areas, yet yearned for 

the camaraderie.  The internet provided a 

good platform for this rather unique club of 

people and internationalised the function.  

Andrew works closely with all the Branches 

and has more recently allocated a page to 

each Branch to use as its internet ôfront 

windowõ.   This is a potentially huge draw on 

former members who would like a little more  

than ôcyber-relationshipsõ with former colleagues.  More recently, 

social networking has become a global phenomena and a number of 

former members have set up groups within social networks, such as 

Facebook, for ex members and their families.  These networ ks are 

fast becoming a platform for both former regulars and reservists to 

communicate through.  

Over the years, the web site administrator, has maintained a 

detailed database of former members and their present 

whereabouts, and has placed many ôlong lostõ former colleagues and 

friends in touch with each other.  The site has been the conduit to a 

number of discussion groups, four of which have been active for 

years.  

 

This page sponsored by 5087 Robin Johnson 
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 More importantly the site delivers current i nformation about former 

members, through current news pages, and a good bit of nostalgia 

for those who care to visit.   Former members of the force can get 

listed on the website, with their contact details and portraits (then 

and now).  Incorporated in the  site are a photo gallery and history 

pages.  Sadly, the site also lists all those members we know of, who 

have passed away since 1980 and of course the ôofficialõ Roll of 

Honour (which has been carried in the book, Blue and Old Gold).  

Anyone can visit the  site, browse through the various sections and 

enjoy the memories.   Andrew would encourage former members to 

register themselves on the database and stay in touch with their 

former colleagues.  He also makes an appeal for those who have 

been listed on the  site to keep their contact details current.   Input 

of previously unpublished images, or new ideas which will generate 

yet further companionship amongst former members remain 

welcome.   

 

Wife:  'What are you doing?'  Husband:   Nothing.  Wife :  'Nothing...?  You've been reading 

our marriage certificate for an hour.'   Husband:   'I was looking for the expiry date.'    
 

 

THE OUTPOST  :  VOLUME 1  -  NO. 1 

We continue with our publication of this rather unique collectorôs item, by courtesy 

of  Robin Johnson who discovered, what has now become a rare manuscript, in his 

late fatherôs possessions.    So far we have re-called the cover and four pages of 

advertisements and now print the original ñEditorôs Notesò ï 

 

 



16. 
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There were also just two Obituaries  ( how times have changed!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

BSAP MATURE MEMBERS CLUB 

Membership of this unique body has risen to sixteen, the latest four being   - 

(3497)  Beryl Castle-Ward  (widow of Bill)  -  Bulawayo 

3676 John Hamilton ς Johannesburg 

оулм Ψ/ƻƻǘΩ !ǘƪƛƴǎƻƴ - Johannesburg 

όоуртύ 5ƻǊŜŜƴ 9ǾŜǊƛǘǘ όǿƛŘƻǿ ƻŦ ΨWŀŎƪΩύ ς Bulawayo. 

 

Of these new members we have only received details in time for this Outpost for 

Coot Atkinson. 
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In our next Outpost we will publish (hopefully) an updated list of all sixteen, with 

the special request that should any reader live close to or have any contact with 

these elderly statesmen (and women) would they kindly download and print a 

ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.{!t a!¢¦w9 a9a.9w{ /[¦.Ω ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 

 

 

 
He excelled in most sports and played for all the sporting teams, e.g. rugby, 

soccer, hockey, and was the half and one mile athletic champion.  He won 

the Rhodesian welter -weight boxing championship and was Victor Lud orum 

at the end of his recruit ment . 

After leaving the police in 1945 he went into farming in the Palm 

Block/Centenary district until 1975, when, having had two farms 

commandeered, sold the remaining home farm and moved to a small -holding 

outside Harare.  A s well as keeping cattle, he served as Sales Supervisor for 

the Tobacco Marketing Board on the Tobacco Floors, and then, in 1983, 

decided to leave Zimbabwe and settle in Johannesburg.  Here he was 

employed as Estate Manager at St Peterõs Preparatory School for ten years 

and is now living out his ògolden yearsó in very good health, having 

celebrated his 90 th  birthday in November 2009, when his four great 

grandchildren sang òHappy Birthdayó to him in Zulu!  

 

 

3801 Philip Whitbread ôCootõ 

Atkinson  was born in Dorking, 

England, on 22 November 1919. He 

joined the BSAP in 1939 and served in 

the equestrian section, training re -

mounts and also as a farrier.  
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A STORY OF A POLICE DOG 

 

The Cover picture on  our last Natal Outpost (February 2010 : issue No. 

83) featured BSA Police Dog No 211 Leon.  Leon was no ordinary police 

dog (if there could ever be such a thing) and the unusual story of his  

experiences  whilst serving in the BSAP caught the interest of Neil 

Lursson of The Starõs Africa News Service, resulting in a special 

article which featured in the Johannesburg Star on May 24, 1969ééé 

òThe story of Leon, the police dog, starts on August 23, 1967 ð an 

oppressively hot and tense day in the Tjolotjo area  of northern 

Matabeleland.  On this day Rhodesian security forces in the area were 

closing in on heavily armed terrorists who had crossed Rhodesiaõs 

northern border.  

Two police dogs and their handlers were detailed to lead a small army 

patrol in search of the enemy.  Leon, an Alsatian not yet two years old, 

was one of the dogs and his handler, 7009 Constable Spencer Thomas.  

 

 

This page sponsored by Peter & Gill Colepeper 



21. 

The pursuit team followed the dogs through the tall brown grass of 

ideal guerilla country.  

The police detail leading the patrol took the full force of the terrorist 

fire when it came.    Constable Thomas, just 23 years old, was killed 

instantly and his fellow dog handler wounded ð his dog also killed in the 

hail of bullets.  

During the s kirmish Leon disappeared, without anyone knowing whether 

the young dog had fled in panic or had also been killed.  Following the 

mop-up there was no sign of the big black and tan Alsatian ð Police Dog 

211 Leon was posted as missing ð presumed dead. 

More th an a month later reports came in about an Alsatian dog seen 

hanging around the Pumula Mission Station, some 40 miles from the 

scene of the fire fight.   It seemed the dog would not allow anyone to 

approach him.   Two dog handlers were sent from Bulawayo an d located 

the animal who was soon identified as Leon.   Supt. Ron Gardiner, of 

Police HQ, reported òThe dog was thin, nervous and in poor condition.ó 

But Leon refused to come to his finders.  

Six weeks after he had disappeared Leon was caught in a cage bait ed 

with meat and milk.  The decision then had to be made whether it was 

worth retaining this scruffy, tick -bitten animal ð would it be worth the 

time and effort required to try and restore the former police dog?  

The answer was affirmative ð and Garth òButchõ von Horsten enters 

the scene.  

 

This page sponsored by Peter & Gill Colepeper 
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Here we quote the story -teller verbatim - òButch von Horsten is a big, 

bluff, genial cop who has been a regular choice as front row forward in 

Rhodesiaõs national rugby team for several seasons.   South African 

born Butch is a tiger on the rugby field, as the touring French found 

when he rattled them by scoring a first half try for Rhodesia two 

years ago ð the first try scored against them during the tour.  

But no man is gentler when it comes to dogs.    Section Officer von 

Horsten was given the task of making Leon an effective patrol dog 

again. 

Butch immediately warmed to the animal.  Leon, he recalls, had a 

character of his own, quite different from the dogs he had handled in 

the past.   Gradually he nursed Leon back to 80 lbs of fighting trim.  

Festering sores from tick bites, some as big as a manõs fist, were 

healed and his coat was groomed back to itõs original sheen. 

Leon responded to balanced meals of meat, milk and pro tein enriched 

food.   The essential bond of affection between dog and handler 

developed. 

Rhodesian police dogs are one-man dogs.  Although members of the Dog 

Unit can handle each otherõs dogs if necessary, the bond which makes 

man and dog a really efficien t unit cannot be shared.  

Leon had been Spencer Thomasõs dog, had learned to respond to his 

touch, his voice, his moods, his affection.   Butch had to replace the 

dead man. 

 

This page sponsored by 5087 Robin Johnson 




