
 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

We had one response to my „tongue-in-cheek‟ comment  regarding the 

volume of advertising in earlier Outposts – Alan Stock, the last full time and 

professional editor of The Outpost, writes – “…………Not sure I agree with 

you about advertising making the job easier as in my early Outpost days the 

number of pages of copy depended on the amount of advertising but later the 

restriction was removed - a back-handed compliment perhaps on the morale value 

of the magazine……………”.  

 

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; 
and to have the two as close together as possible.  

- George Burns 
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EDITORôS NOTES 

his is the 81st edition of the Natal Outpost ς have you ever considered  

when was the first?   The answer lies on page  10.  If we continue 

producing  four  Outposts a year then the 100th edition should be out in 

April 2014 ς so hang in there and we will try to make it a bumper issue. 

Our cover photo (copied from the April, 1977 edition of The Outpost) should bring 

back happy memories of the high standard of music, both military and 

danceband, played by the members of the BSAP Regimental Band over many 

decades.   Sgt Major Nicholas Chiduza in particular was a hot favourite as a soloist 

at social events ς a look-alike Louis Armstrong,  complete with white 

handkerchief.  He, now in his eighties, is believed to be quietly enjoying his 

retirement somewhere in Zimbabwe.   But on a sad note (no pun intended) since 

choosing this picture for our July cover we have to record the passing of Derek 

¢ŀǎƪŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ΨƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘΩΦ 

Apologies this time come from our printers.  The quality of our April edition of the 

Outpost was below standard and we are assured this will not be repeated.   As a 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛŎŎǳǇΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀŘ ƻƴƭȅέ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ΨǘŜǎǘŜŘΩ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ŝ-mail and are on 

ADSL/Broadband. 

Some have elected to receive this version in future in lieu of the hard copy.  The 

advantages are not only a high standard of presentation but all colour photos are 

reproduced in colour (and not black & white) plus, for those who normally discard 

their copy of the Outpost after reading there will be no additional rubbish in your 

bin.   So please let us know, those who have the facility to receive, say 3 

megabytes and would like to have a look at this alternative for the future.   It will 

be of further interest to know that the electronic copy of our April edition went to 

all Branch Secretaries and some forwarded it on to their members ς so that must 

put the Natal Branch on the world map. 

T 
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I made an error earlier (yes, another one) when I wrote that A.C. Kachemu was 

the product of cartoonist, Pete Jackson.    None of you commented but his name 

was actually John Jackson and Alan Stock has provided copy of a tribute to him, 

after his death in Cape Town in 1982 ς see page  15. 

Our Annual Dinner this year is to be a Lunch ς details on page 56.  There are a 

number of good reasons for making this change so please give this important 

event your full support and tell us afterwards if you thought it a good idea? 

A couple of explanations offered for those a bit puzzled over two pictures in our 

April edition ς ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘȅ ΨǊƛŘƛƴƎΩ wI .ŀǎǎƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

House, Salisbury, in 1947 was the current reigning queen of England when she 

was Princess Elizabeth.   

I had overlooked the fact that not only were many of us not yet around at that 

time but those that were would not necessarily  remember details of the Royal 

visit to South Africa and Southern  Rhodesia by King George VI, Queen Elizabeth 

and the two princesses, Elizabeth and Margaret.    The second picture causing 

bemused expressions was the last one on the back cover ς that steam engine 

frequently runs with nine others - in my garage ς and I used it to illustrate my 

earlier comment that all the technical data describing the Hyena seemed very 

complicated by comparison. 

Final domestic note ς the black dot at the top ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜǎ 

όǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άōǳƭƭŜǘέ 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ƛƴ 9ǊƛŎ /ǊŀōōŜΩǎ Řŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀ άŘƻǘέύ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ  

notice has now been joined by a second one.   This is due to the fact I now have 

an official Proof Reader. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀŘŘȅ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ bƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭΣ мфсм 

edition of The Outpost ς 
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“Thank goodness the starch has gone out of everyday life in England,” quoth 

William Plomer, the poet.   Upon which we furrowed the brow and registered 

disbelief. 

 

“Starch?” we asked each other.   “In England?  What starch?”  

 

Then we remembered the stiff collars of glossy linen worn by bankers, men in the 

city and boys at Eton.  “But one could hardly call that starch”, we said to 

ourselves – for we know all about starch don't we?   Indeed, if W. Plomer had 

thanked goodness  that the starch had gone out of everyday life in Rhodesia the 

whole Force would have breathed a grateful “Hear, hear”. 

 

We have been up to our necks in starch for years, and down to our knees in it, too.   

We stood rigidly to attention on parade because we were encased in tunics as hard 

and as unyielding as the crust on a stale loaf.   Often we cut our fingers on pocket 

edges; we kept our hair well trimmed at the back by rubbing it against the razor- 

edged collar as we marched.    When we sat down we made cracking noises – 

especially around the lower back. 

 

From the waist down one felt one was wearing a garment cut from cardboard and 

tacked together with staples.   Threads, that might have been fashioned from 

tempered steel, jutted out at all angles to skewer the troops when the command, 

“Close H'order - Mar” , was given.    Right and left turns were not executed so 

smartly when there was always the terrible risk of puncturing the femoral artery, 

or at least getting a severe case of nappy rash on the behind. 

 

But all this has ended – or nearly so.   Cool and comfortable in our non-iron, non-

starch, crease resisting, drip-dry tunics and shorts, we really can march at ease, 

stand at ease, and even sit at ease, in ease.” 

 

Trevor Dutton (td.) 

 

I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered. But I was not pleased to read 

the description in the catalogue: - 'No good in a bed, but fine against a wall.'  

- Eleanor Roosevelt    

<><> 
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CHAIRMANôS COMMENT 

The Annual General Meeting of the Natal Branch was held on June 5. It is 

pleasing to be able to report that the current committee has agreed to 

continue and indeed we welcome a new member to the team – Dennis 

Wyatt. As AGM‟s go there was a reasonable turnout (24 in all)  and the 

committee hereby express their thanks to all who came, some having 

travelled from the north and south coasts as well as Pietermaritzburg. 

It has been a good year for the Branch for a number of reasons. Our 

financial position remains sound, thanks to not only members paying their 

subscriptions, but a number of most welcome donations have been 

received as well as the result of professional  foresight and adjustments by 

Malcolm Wiltshire, our treasurer. There was some discussion on whether or 

not subscriptions might be increased  as there has been no change for a 

number of years, but committee member Ken Wood chirped on this topic 

and so we backed off. It is hoped to subsidize the Annual Lunch, which is 

to take place in September.  

The Natal Outpost has been very well received. Our editor, Trevor Dutton, 

has led the way in electronic transfer of our editions to other branches, thus 

not only saving postal costs, but enabling branches around the world to 

forward the content to their own members. The inter-action with Trevor by 

members is most encouraging as many editors of the past well tell you that 

one of the difficulties of producing material is the lack of contributions. 

Having so said, the Outpost is costly and there will be more in this edition 

regarding the idea of sponsoring/donating towards this cost by those who 

are in a position to do so.  

I must also make mention of  our Secretary Des Howse, whose efficiency in 

the many aspects of the running of the Branch does not go unnoticed.  

The 80th Edition of the Outpost carried comment about the intention of the 

British Government to re-settle a number of pensioners from Zimbabwe into 

the United Kingdom. You may have seen in the local media that this  
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exercise has begun. Whilst this is encouraging and the fact that the team 

taking food and goods to pensioners are having less hassle crossing the 

border is great. However, our concerns remain with those still living in 

desperate circumstances there. We must not be led into believing that the 

situation there has turned to a point whereby all is well in that land. The 

May ZPSP report revealed a very sad story of a couple who had been living 

in accommodation provided by a Black family, sold their last possessions to 

enjoy a meal in a restaurant  together, went home and took their own lives. 

There has been a good response to some of the strange vehicles we once 

drove about in during „those‟ days, such as Pookie! I am not sure whether 

there has been a response to Gerry Robinson‟s contribution or challenge 

regarding the sporting achievements of Squad 2/60. 

And talking of „achievements‟ I have heard that one of our members has 

married six times! One wonders whether this achievement has been beaten 

by anyone in any squad!  

On this topic, my „phone is out of order. 

Nobby Clark 

BIRTH OF THE NATAL OUTPOST  

Dick Isemonger advises ð 

“…………..No. 1 was published March 1982. At that time – Oliver Kesby 
was Chairman, Mike Moss treasurer and Keith Rawson secretary/editor.  
Peter Colepeper and Steve Ross Jones were committee members. It 
reports the AGM of 26 March 1982 with 41 members attending and funds 
of R400 in the kitty. A lot of work in the committee was done by fore 
runners such as Roy Davies, Des Howse (Sec), Lionel Baker, John Lees 
plus others. We gathered monthly at the old Athlone Hotel in Durban North 
(now Riverside Inn) and had just decided to move to the Brittania room, 
Royal Natal Yacht Club. 
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 The first Outpost was (is) two sheets of paper with four pages of typed info 
and a large hand drawn “Outpost” logo photocopied at the top. The 
sponsors (one page each) were Guardforce Security (Mike Moss) 600 
Manufacturing (Pty) Ltd – New Germany (maybe John Lees) , Purglas 
(Alan Cunningham and Garth Hatton) and Integritas Security – possibly Vic 
Opperman?  I became a committee member in 1985 then found myself 
chairman from 1985 to 1991…………” 
 

 

    5958  Dick Isemonger 
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BSAP WORLD NOMINAL ROLL 

There has been a significant development in my quest to find out 

how  many of us are left world -wide.  Andrew Field, webmaster for 

www. bsap.org.   has provided invaluable data, hence ï 

Present Location of Former members of the BSA Police

Regular Women National Cadet Reserve Total

Police Service

South Africa 490    36      8        1        35      570    

United Kingdom 394    18      2        -        18      432    

Zimbabwe 184    10      4        2        16      216    

Australia 136    4        3        1        21      165    

New Zealand 41      5        1        -        3        50      

United States 41      1        2        -        -        44      

Other ** 41      -        1        -        -        42      

Canada 31      2        1        -        2        36      

Ireland 15      1        -        -        1        17      

Botswana 12      1        -        -        -        13      

Spain 6        -        -        -        1        7        

Namibia 5        1        -        -        -        6        

France 5        -        -        -        -        5        

1,401 79      22      4        97      1,603  

 

 óOther **ô  refers to 28 other countries where 5 or fewer  former 

members currently reside  (details available) . 

I was sur prised to learn that the membership for South Africa is 

the largest world -wide.  
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Andrew also kindly prepared the following histogram for the Natal 

Branch ï 

 

 

So we are down to some 1 600 across the planet.    But as Andrew 

points out new memb ers are being located almost daily and it is 

known that there are quite a few eligible for membership who do 

not wish to be identified  (we know that for a fact, here in Natal .)  

Regimental numbers and names  of members not only in South 

Africa but worldwide will be published  in future issues of the Natal 

Outpost   (  We already have noted members at Durban South & 

Hillcrest and Westville features under Station Notes in this issue. )   
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Once the Natal Stations have been listed we  will report on  the 

remainder of South Africa, before venturing overseas.  

The exercise will take some time to complete but should be of 

interest.  Readers who wish to have a record of former members 

and colleagues, even though it will go out of date before the next 

óoverhaulô, will now have to keep their copies of Natal Outpost.  

DO YOU KNOW   who is the worldôs oldest member?    We did a 

check with all Branch secretaries and have identified 3005 John  

Franklyn Bellamy  aged 101 years and living in the UK as being 

the most likely candidate.  

          

 

 

An Honorary Life Member of the UK Branch of the BSAP Regimental 

Association 3005 Sub Inspector Bellamy was born on 12/01/1908 and celebrated 

his 100
th

 birthday on 12/01/2008 with his family in Devon. He joined the BSAP on 

30/03/1928 and retired on 15/05/1949.  

Franklin Bellamy on his 100th birthday ς 

                      12 January, 2008 

January 12th, 2008 

A much younger Franklin 
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Franklynôs son-in-law, Michael Etherton,  writes -  ñMy wife, Mary, and her sister, 

Alex, are really pleased that you would like to include a short feature on Franklyn 

Bellamy in the Natal Outpost. We're very happy for you to use the photo and 

Mary's and Alex's letter and Franklyn's sketch. We've just received your email 

tonight; Mary will speak to him tomorrow and I know he'll be thrilled that he'll be 

remembered in the Natal Outpost. We have around us, in our house, oil paintings 

that Franklyn did in the 1950s & 1960s of Natal's Wild Coast.  

Franklyn is now in Deer Park Nursing Home in Holsworthy, Devon. He has very 

poor mobility and wheelchair-bound, but his mind is great; and he still retains his 

wit. He has patience, too, and fortitude. Thank you for getting in touch. 

  

Warm regards from Mary and from me, Michael.” 

 

A.C. KACHEMU  

 

What a coincidence ï trains again!  (td.)  
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A TRIBUTE TO JOHN JACKSON 

The following appeared in the February 1983 edition of The Outpost  - 
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THE PLIGHT  OF THE ZIMBABWE PENSIONERS 

 

 Norman Nimmo writes : -  

Zimbabwe Pensioners Support Fund providing relief to old age pensioners in 

Zimbabwe. 

In 2002 Hannes Botha became aware of the plight of pensioners in Zimbabwe and 

began, out of his own pocket, taking up food parcels in a small ford bakkie to a few  
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pensioners in an old age home in Gwelo.  Since then, what started off as a single 

persons effort has grown  to a major relief undertaking by Hannes and a few other 

ex Zimbo’s who assist him. 

What was relief to a couple of folk at one home has grown into regular food 

parcels to over 1000 pensioners at over 16 homes, throughout the country and the 

number of people supported is growing on each trip.  The growth resulted in the 

birth of the Zimbabwe Pensioner Relief Fund as  people heard of the desperate 

plight of pensioners, they began supporting the fund financially and with donations 

of foodstuffs and clothing and other basic essentials. 

 

What started out as a small bakkie has now grown into a fleet of three trucks 

carrying over 20 tons of foodstuffs upto Zimbabwe every 6 weeks on a 10 day trip  

around the country, travelling over 3500 kms on each trip. Two of the trucks being 

recent donations to the fund. 

Each pensioner, at each home visited is provided with an apple box  size parcel of 

basic essentials to survive.   
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Each box is individually addressed to the recipient making it a personal gift- which 

is important for them to know that they are personally remembered. 

The need is tremendous and most of those receiving parcels would starve to death 

were it not for the parcels. Most are totally dependant upon the parcels as their 

pensions and any savings, have become worthless with the inflation. 

 

Each truck is driven by volunteer drivers who take it in turns to make the trip often 

on their own, which entails loading the truck, doing the driving, running the 

gauntlet of negotiating  border officials (which can take up to 48hours),offloading 

at each home and  trying to encourage and provide some cheer to the old folk at 

each stop. A taxing task  physically, mentally and spiritually. 

On returning to South Africa, Hannes then makes trips to Natal, the Free State and 

Gauteng collecting donations and preparing for the next trip as well as doing 

presentations on the funds activities to churches and other interest groups. 

Hannes admits that the growth of the fund has caught him by surprise and has 

resulted in him being unprepared for the administration requirements and  
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acknowledgements that are needed, so if you have not received a personal 

acknowledgement of donations made please bear with him.  

It needs a full time administrator to take care of the admin requirements now and 

hopefully this position will be filled soon.  

Support has been fantastic and has been coming in from all over the world.  

Britain, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, America and every other place where ex 

Rhodesians  are now living.   

Due to the growth, it became necessary for the fund to be officially registered and 

it was registered a non profit organization towards the middle of 2008(  No. 

2007/034036/08)  and 6 years of financial accounts are in the process of being 

finalized by accountants at present and should be available to the public shortly. 

The Fund now makes deliveries to homes in Musvingo, Chinhoyi, Selukwe, 

Zvishanvane, Redcliff, Kwe Kwe, Gweru, Rusape, Marandera, Mvurwe, Bindura,  

Chegutu , Mutare, Harare , Bulawayo, and Esikodwene, and new areas are being 

added each trip, as funds and truck space becomes available.  

Although goods are beginning to be seen back on the shelves in Zimbabwe, all 

trading is done in US dollars or Rands as the local currency has totally collapsed. 

As most of the pensioners do not have Rands or dollars they are unable to 

purchase goods- even if they could afford it.  Most pension cheques being worth 

less than the equivalent of a South African cent.  Almost all those in the homes 

have lost everything and are now totally dependant on aid support.  

It is for this reason that despite the improving conditions in Zimbabwe the plight of 

the pensioners there will remain a very real need for the next few years and the 

need for ongoing support will be essential and the activities of the Zimbabwe 

Pensioners Support Fund  will continue to provide a essential lifeline for the 

forseeable future. 

I end with two stories from recent trips to Zimbabwe which emphasizes the plight 

of these old folks. 
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ñA man in Rusape was sharing with Hannes  with tears in his eyes, that he had 

lost everything, he has nothing now and at times he doesnôt know where his next 

meal would come from. He was shot, lost his wife, his farm, his petrol stations 

and all he has to live for is himself.  

He was given a box of food and the look of gratitude and awe on his face makes 

all that we are doing worthwhile.ò 

ñIn one home an old man was found sitting in the darkened lounge.   The 

curtains, bedding and everything in the house was in tatters.   When we told him 

why we were there and what we had brought he began crying and thanking God.   

He told us they had eaten their last meal the previous day.  They had nothing left 

and had run out of all hope and was in reality sitting in his house and waiting 

for the end.ò 

One cannot find words to describe the total desperation of the situation in  

Zimbabwe at present.    If anyone would like to know more about the 

activities of the  Zimbabwe Pensioners Support Fund, or would like a presentation 

made to a group or church they can contact any of the following:- 

 

             Cell: 0845893221    Cell: 0839223504      Cell : 0829012291         Cell: 0829012291 

Hannes Botha Norman Nimmo Pastor Attie Botha Daniel Koekemoer 
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          POLICE MARRIAGES 

Following from Eric Crabbeôs article on Police Marriages (page 6 April issue) we believe we 

have three couples in the Natal Branch, all stationed at Hillcrest,  who óqualifyô.  

However, 5486 Peter and  Gill Colepeper (nee WPO 90 Gill Weston) apparently were 

married after both had left the force so the Commissionerôs instructions did not affect them. 

Different story with 6872 Dave and Maddy Lynn (nee WPO 144 Maddy Hayes).  

 

 

 

Dave writes òééMadeleine joined the force in 1969 and was discharged 

'At own request and by purchase' in 1972, having served for a little 

over two and a half years.   
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Having become romantically involved with yours truly, it was 

considered appropriate that she leave the  Force in the interests o f 

her  relationship, as was the custom in those days.   



Her father Clifford Brian Akhurst Hayes, had joined the force from 

the UK ar ound 1937 with compatriot Bill Crabtree and others.    

 

Maddy served  in Bulawayo at The Central  Charge Office / Information 

Room, Enquires, Magistrates Court and Donnington and then moved to 

Salisbury to join Air Rhodesia in 1972. She has been in the Air line 

Industry ever since.    

 

35 years  happily married on Wednesday 25th Feb 2009 éééó 

       

He was part the BSAP  Contingent on the Aegean 

during the  second World  War  with Bill Crabtree, 

Peter Sherren and others. This had obviously been an 

influencing factor in Maddy's  desire  to join the 

Force.  In Bill Crabtree's book 'Came the Fourth 

Flag' her father is first from the left in the back 

row in the photo on page 165.  (See also page  35 of  

th is Outpost ) He contracted TB during the War and 

was discharged on Medical Grounds on retu rning to 

Rhodesia. He went on to become a prominent tobacco 

farmer and MP for the Mrewa district.   

 

3658 Brian Hayes 
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OBITUARIES 

7720 Derek Tasker  passed away in Johannesburg on the 28th of March 2009 

following a short illness. Derek served in the Force from 1st March 1967 to 1st 

March 1983 when he retired with the rank of Chief Superintendent. He will be 

remembered as bandmaster/director of music with the Police bands. He was a 

member of the Transvaal branch of the Association.  

4693 Christopher William Percy Lennard  died in the UK on 7th April 2009.  He 

served from February 1951 to August  1955, leaving on his own request with the 

rank of Constable.    Chris was a member of the Mashonaland Branch. 

5467 Henry Edward A’beckett ‘Ted’ Rowen  died of a heart attack in Cape Town 

on 14th April 2009.   He served from 15 April 1956 to 31 January 1971, leaving On 

Gratuity in the rank of Inspector. 

5798 John Robert Osborne, passed away at his home in Bulawayo on Friday the 

24th April, 2009 and was buried at Esigodini on Thursday the 9th May, 2009. John 

served with the Force for three years from the 8th January 1958 to 30th 

September 1961, leaving as D/Sgt. 

4559 Sidney Stephen Trower  died on 26 April 2009 after suffering a heart attack 

at his home in Pietermaritzburg.   
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Sid served from 30 January 1950 to 17 April 1970, retiring in the rank of Staff 

Inspector.  As a member of the Pioneer Branch he was reputed to have visited 

every station in the country.   He was a member of the Natal Midlands Branch of 

the Association. 

At hiǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ  {ƛŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ  wǳǘƘ {ŜǊƭŜΣ  ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜǳƭƻƎȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 

to her father ς 

 

òMark Twain once wrote: ôThere was never yet an uninteresting life, 

such a thing is an  impossibilityõ. One thing about my father was that 

neither he nor his li fe were simple or uninteresting. He was a person larger 

than life, complex, contradictory, amusing, exasperating, quirky ð in a 

nutshell, eccentric. His view of life, of people and of events could always 

catch you by surprise, his view was quite different from the average 

perception.  

He has done many things, been many places and achieved much. Someone 

once asked how many things he had done because of the stories he told ð 

and certainly the tales that he told and which permeate our family, have 

become a rich  and varied tapestry, embellished to a greater or lesser extent 

for he was always a master of hyperbole. Family occasions were always 

littered with anecdotes of times, events and people which is a legacy he 

leaves us, for my father was a weaver of spells, and teller of tales.  

Whilst he always professed to dislike small talk and socializing, in a room full 

of people he could hold forth with tales, silly songs and jokes ð in his 

element. Everywhere he went ð indeed anywhere he went, it was certain that 

he wou ld meet someone he knew ð on the steps of the casino in Monte Carlo, 

in shops, travelling down Umgeni road in Durban many years later ð Iõve long 

said if he were in the desert there would be a camel being ridden by 

someone he knew. In recent years almost a ny occasion or comment could 

evoke the cry ð òthat reminds me of a songó ð frequently followed by a 

rendition which was both amused and embarrassed. So in this vein I felt I 

would give a brief overview of my father and his life.  

Maybe its because Iõm a Londoner, that I love London soé. Dad was a 

cockney from Liverpool street, Islington, one of three children ð born into the  
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war eras ð and evacuated as a child ð and there the tales begin. Working for 

his keep with the farmers who had taken them in, he regaled folk with tales 

of painting white lines on the roads of Fiock (much to momõs mortification)ð 

or milking the cows, and digging potatoes. Returning to London he became a 

runner on Fleet  Street ð possibly because his father was a printer. He 

developed  a love of comics, the twopenny rush and, somewhere along the 

line, the dying era of music hall. Eventually, he was apprenticed to John 

Mowlemõs where he became a master carpenter ð working along the 

Thames, and in places such as Guildford where he was par t of a team fixing 

the cathedral roof.  His love of places such as Chapel street market, Petticoat 

Lane, Hyde Park and Speakers corner along with Lionõs corner house was 

clear in the frequent tales he told about them. He idolized his mother, and in 

the las t few years he so enjoyed visits from his brother Aubrey, who lives in 

America ð the two of them spending the whole of March this year talking 

themselves hoarse about their family, and family tree.  

Leaving the UK for the groundnut scheme in Tanganyika beg an a new phase 

in his life ð in the words of the song: Farewell to home and to all those I love.. 

these words come from a true British heart ð Iõm leaving the dear homeland ð 

still I have the world before me. Tales of the white beaches at Lindi, palm 

trees , trucking through the African hinterland to pick up timber, sleeping in 

open bomas where wild leopards could enter and drink the bath water and 

travelling on flying boats, emerge.  

After 2 years he returned to the UK where he discovered that he had been 

infected by the wide open spaces, the sunshine and the sheer size of Africa ð 

the grey skies and cramped homes were not appealing.  

Passing a recruiting office for the British South Africa Police he signed up and 

two weeks later recruit 4559 was sailing for Cape Town, together with friends 

like Martin Fitzgerald. He disembarked and caught the train to Southern 

Rhodesia where they underwent training. The infection had become 

permanent. After being a trooper, and ordinary beat cop, Dad joined the 

Pioneer sectio n of the police ð and in this capacity he travelled throughout 

the country ð visiting different police stations, helping in their building and 

maintenance along with other projects.  He served on every police station in 

the country. In the words of the son g ð weõve been roaming in the Bundu to a 

place thatõs called Chirundué when we got to Rusape we kicked up quite a 

party.. I could still smell the Shumba as we climbed up through the Vumba.  
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Tales of places like Goromonzi, Chiredzi, Bindura, Chimanimani,  the Zambezi 

Valley, the great dyke, Que Que and Umtali are legion.  

Progressing through the ranks he served 22 years in all with the force. 

Moving from Umtali, the family were transferred first to Sino ia and then on to 

Salisbury. My memories of him as a p oliceman ð sitting in the lounge of an 

evening spitting on his leggings and polishing them till they shone ð of the 

gold of the uniform ð intermingle with the police parades, Christmas parties 

but also of the police camp and the pioneer workshops with thei r huge noisy 

machine shops ð saws screaming, trucks rumbling in and out the smell of 

wood. Here he worked with folk like Frank Maguire, Ian Cook and Bert Irvine, 

Dick Thompson, Ken Wood and Bob Kennedy along with many others.  

òWill you still need me, will you still feed me when Iõm 64ó ð well its been a 

bit longer than that so in this instance we have the answer. Meeting and 

marrying my mother in Umtali in 1954, they set up house there and that was 

where I was born. Moving to Salisbury we lived in the poli ce camp in Jock 

Douglas Ave, but he soon put one of his lifeõs ambitions into motion ð buying 

a plot of land in the then outer suburb of Mt Pleasant he built the first of five 

houses in that city. These he designed, built and fitted out himself ð ensuring 

the light and space were maximized in each. He ensured that Mom had the 

gardens she so loved, and which he tried to support ð building shed, sinking 

wells etc to help. One song which was not applicable is `sorry I never 

promised you a rose gardenõ ð well p erhaps he didnõt promise it ð but he did 

provide it. Even here Mom still has her rose garden. Married for 54 years, for 

their 50 th  wedding anniversary, he surprised my mother by secretly 

organizing a renewal of vows in a garden ceremony, attended by many f olk 

they had known through the years.   

Carol, my sister, was born in Salisbury. With only two daughters, we are a 

close knit family. We have memories of the bedtime stories ð Brer Rabbit, 

and Noddy, or reciting nursery rhymes which have led to our love of  reading. 

I would go on walks with him in the vlei adjoining our homes where we would 

search for mushrooms at the start of the rainy season, examine antbear 

holes in the ant  heaps, find the wild flame  lilies and other flowers or pick up 

porcupine quills. T hese activities he loved ð even in our new home in 

Maritzburg he discovered buck in the vlei, and ground nesting birds.  
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Whatever our interests he would make all kinds of things to help us ð the 

workshop in the garage was always busy, plant stands for  Mom, doll houses, 

printers trays along with myriad of other things. We went by motorbike to 

school every morning ð and there were picnics out in the countryside in 

places like Mtoroshanga.  Family holidays were taken in Durban, where as we 

stood on the ve randah of the holiday flats we could smell Bakerõs biscuits 

cooking ð he always joked that we should take a handkerchief over the nose 

and breathe in then there would be a biscuit attached to the other side.  

Leaving the police he became a building inspect or in Salisbury for a short 

time ð something he did not enjoy, before becoming a teacher at Allan 

Wilson school. Here he was in his element, teaching the lads technical 

drawing and woodwork, and running the printing club ð again a harkening 

back to his you th and father. He loved both children and animals ð a dog or 

cat was always an excuse to stop and have a chat, or to find a ball or twig. 

As for the boys well perhaps they will never be the same again ð subjected to 

a very quirky sense of humour, never min d the different way of thinking!!  

Given his different view of life it is unsurprising that much of the time he 

spent trying to beat the system, finding alternative ways of doing things. 

There are the accepted ways of doing things, and then there is Dadõs way. 

He scorned using standard housing plans, rather designing his own ð fitting 

in features such as rooms in a roof. As building inspector he saw his role as 

facilitator, there to help people rather than impose a set of standardized 

rules, and as a teache r to energise and inspire students to think. He seldom 

accepted anything on face value.  

When, he had to leave the Rhodesia he loved so much, like so many he faced 

having to rebuild a life and at a time when most are retired and settling into 

a quiet life he began the process all over again. After testing the waters in 

box factories, aluminium works and walling companies he settled into 

working in the Municipality as a building inspector, he enjoyed coming to 

know Pietermartizburg, its beautiful buildings, lovely surroundings, then as a 

teacher in an adult community centre ð which he again thoroughly enjoyed. 

In a twist of fate he came across a piece of land in Hayfields which he put in 

a bid on, and once more he set to, to build another home overlooking the  

hills behind Pietermartizburg. It is in this home, surrounded by the rose 

garden, that listening to music hall songs, and laughing that he died.  To the 

last in the words of the song ôhe did it his wayõ.ó 
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5869 Brian John May passed away in Durban on the 28th of April 2009.  He served 

from 1 September 1958 to 31 August 1969, leaving On Gratuity in the rank of 

Section Officer.  We are deeply saddened that Brian died forgotten in a place of 

shelter in Phoenix near Durban.  

6275/7507/110719 Michael Edward ‘Mike’ Preston passed away in Perth, 

Australia, on 1 May 2009 after a long illness.  He served initially from 18 January 

1961 to 9 September 1964, leaving as a Constable.  Then rejoined 1st January 1966 

and left on 28 February 1973 as a Section Officer.  Third time lucky was 1st January 

1979 to 31 May 1981 when he left as an Inspector.  

Mike was a keen boxer and participated in the Police Championships as a 

Heavyweight. 

7153 Michael George ‘Mick’ Crafter   passed away in Harare on the 9th of May 

2009 as a result of heart failure. Mick served from the 15th September 1964 until 

30th March 1981 when as a Superintendent he transferred to CIO.  Mick served for 

many years in the Special Branch. Mick was a member of the Mashonaland 

branch of the Association.  

111029 Anthony Keith ‘Tony’ Pascoe  passed away on the 11th May 2009 in 

Devon, UK suffering from a brain tumor. Tony served from the 20-12-1979 to 1-

05-1982 leaving as a Patrol Officer. Tony subsequently served in the Devon and 

Cornwall Constabulary.  

5389 St John Leslie Smallbones died, from what is thought to have been a double 

stroke after a very invasive but successful cancer operation, in Johannesburg. He 

was cremated on the 15 May after a service at St Andrew's Church, Benoni.  St 

John joined the BSA Police in March 1956 and served until March 1961 when he 

left of his own request at the rank of Constable.  He was the father of WP527 Jane 

Flowers (nee Smallbones) presently resident in New Zealand.  St John was not a 

member of any branch of the Association. 
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6739 Robin Michael ‘Johnny’ Johnson  passed away on the 12th of May 2009 at 

Kirstenhof in the Cape apparently after suffering a heart attack. Johnny attested 

on the 25-09-мфсн ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ άŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нп-09-1965 with the 

rank of Patrol Officer.   

3919 Charles John Boyrers Anderson  passed away as the result of cancer, in 

Waterfall, near Durban, on 20th May 2009.   He served from 31 Mar 1946 to 8 Oct 

1950, leaving as a Sergeant.  He was not a member of the Association.  

8043 Alfred John Goodchild  passed away on the 21st May 2009 in London UK 

After suffering a heart attack. John served in the Force between the 13th August 

1968 and 21st November 1974, leaving at his own request as a Patrol Officer. 

4563 Terence Micheal O’Hara  died in Johannesburg on 31st May 2009.  He 

served from 6 Feb 1950 to 5 Feb 1953, leaving as a Constable.  Thereafter he had 

long service in the Police Reserve.  Resident in Fish Hoek, Cape, he was a member 

of the UK Branch. 

5643 Derek Turnbull Bell  passed away 1st June 2009 in Brisbane, Australia.   He 

served from 10 Feb 1957 to 27 May 1960, leaving as a Constable. 

3835 Herbert John Stanyon  died peacefully in Queensland, Australia on 8th June 

2009.  Born in 1918 he joined the BSAP on 23 April 1939, retiring on gratuity 14 

April 1953 in the rank of D/Sgt.   Coincidentally his photo appears on page 35 of 

this issue, having served in the Middle East with Bill Crabtree during World War 

11 ς (td). 

 4153 Terence Walter Stewart ‘Terry’ Smith  passed away in Queensland, 

Australia, on 16th June 2009.  He served from 29 Dec 1946 to 3 Jan 1965, retiring 

as a Chief Inspector. 

8304 Sydney Weatherall  died from cancer on 24 June 2009 at Stockton-on-Tees, 

UK.   Served from Aug 1969 to May 1982 and left as a Superintendent. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ROUND-UP 

Margate Braai – Saturday 16 May 2009. 

 

Thirteen members of the ‘Black Boots’ require a judge to keep them in order. 

 

  

 

Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.  
- Mark Twain 

 

Back : L to R :   Alastair Barr, Brian Hutchinson, Garth von Horsten, Fred Mason 

Centre :   John Arkley, Roger Shaw, Mac Wiltshire, Kevin Woods, Bob Packer 

Front :  Myles Cunnison, Barry Woan, Hilary Squires, Dave Callow, Andy Messina 

 

John Dolby, Sue & Harry Taylor Des Howse & Dave Callow 
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Some Eastern Cape colleagues (taken from their website) 

 

STANDING: Tony Down, Dave Whinney, Dave Stow, Aubrey Ingram, Trevor Compton, Jim Carse, Brian 

Burstein SITTING: Dave Cartwright, Nobby Clarke, Rodger Slater, Digby Pocock 

 

 The Royal Restraint. 
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NATAL PROFILE : - 3708  William ñBillò Crabtree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

illiam was born a Yorkshireman on 12 February 1917,  at a small 

village in West Riding named Todmorden ï in óye oldeô English 

parlance meaning ñhome of the foxò.   He has a younger brother, 

Geoffrey, who is a mere chicken at 82 years of age. 

 

 

W 



None of Billôs family has or had a police or military 

background and his reason for wanting to join the 

BSAP is not significant, apart from the fact that as a 

clerk in a building society life was boring and he 

rather fancied himself in uniform. 
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He was also most impressed by the BSAP Coronation contingent who attended the 

crowning of King George V1 in London in 1937 ï 

 

 

 

and then, to crown it all (excuse the pun) in his collection of Playerôs cigarette 

cards depicting regiments of the British Empire he found one for the BSAP. 

Young Bill 

Sgt.  Hawdon 

Tpr Winter Cpl Nagle Tpr Worton Tpr Robinson Tpr Simpson Cpl van Niekerk 
Tpr Reed 

RSM Tantum Major J S Bridger Sgt Maj. Richens 

Tpr Edwards 

 

Tpr  Rail Tpr Baxter Tpr Harries 
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Bill applied for and was accepted for the force that same year, but because in those 

days no police training took place in Depot during the rainy season he only arrived 

in Salisbury during April, 1938, to become part of Squad 4/38.  

He and his fifteen fellow squadmates, all from the UK, had sailed on the Union 

Castle Mail Vessel ñBalmoral Castleò and, would you believe, he is the only one 

still alive today.   

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1940, after only 2 yearsô service , he was accepted for the CID and obviously 

never looked back as his distinguished career had begun.  

 

 

 

After 6 months training Bill was posted to 

the District Police.  In those days 

apparently the training for Town and 

District police was not the same ï as it was 

believed a Town policeman had no need to 

know how to ride a horse. 

His first óproperô station was Beatrice and 

then he flitted between Bindura and 

Shamva before returning to Beatrice.   

When I asked him why so many moves in a 

short space of time ï was he doing 

something wrong perhaps? ï Bill pointed 

out the force strength in those days was less 

than 500 and, being a single man, - say no 

more. 

 

In August 1943 Bill  received his first commission 

ï from being a 3
rd

 class Detective Sergeant 

recently transferred from Victoria Falls to Gwelo, 

he found himself en route to Palestine via Cairo as 

a Lieutenant (still in BSAP uniform) on 

secondment to the British Army.    Peter Sherren 

was one of those with him. 
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By then Britain and her Colonies were at War, which accounted for the suspension 

of recruitment to the BSAP. Then as a first line of defence, the BSAP was put on 

ñactive serviceò and no discharges from the Force were permitted. 

He served for three years in the Middle East and Eastern Europe ï his last post as 

an Acting Captain, stationed first on the Isle of Symi off the Turkish coast then, on 

the surrender of the German garrison, on the nearby island of Rhodes.  

 

Returning to Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, in mid 1946, he re-joined the CID 

minus his pips but at least promoted to a 1
st
 Detective Sergeant. 

Bill married Miss Kathleen óKayô Greebe  at Salisbury Anglican Cathedral on 18 

October 1947, his best man being Percy Cleaver and groomsman Tony Andrew. 

 

Brian Hayes 

Percy Cleaver 

Bill Peter Sherren 

Arthur Lennard Don Lane 

Frank St Jorr John Stanyon Dicky Durrant (P/R) 

 

tŀǘ hΩ.Ǌƛŀƴ Basil Wheal Chris Bayne 

Chris Bayne 
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Bill was made a Detective Inspector in 1954 and was commissioned in 1957. After 

rapid promotion through commissioned rank he was selected to organise a Special 

Branch within the Force, separate from the CID and to which he was appointed the 

first Officer Commanding.   In those days most levels of appointment were 

preceded with an óActingô rank and he reached the SAC level in 1964 ï never 

being more than two years at any level of seniority to that time. 

In 1968 he was appointed Deputy Commissioner, Crime and Security. 

Bill retired from the force on 31
st
 May, 1970, after 32 years service.   He 

immediately joined the South African Diplomatic Corps and accepted a post as  

ñAdministrative Secretaryò (!) at the South African Embassy in Athens, from 

where he was based and served for 12 years. Here he was engaged in Rhodesian 

sanctions busting, amongst other things, and his area of operation included Cyprus, 

Lebanon, Egypt, Iran, Oman and later Portugal and Spain.  What he did during that 

period is another story and one which I donôt think I am qualified to record. 

From 1982 to the present Bill and Kay óretiredô to Natal ï first living in Durban 

North and in more recent years enjoying the climate and friendly atmosphere of the 

hamlet Amberglen, next to Howick. 
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Bill has been described as ña gregarious, popular and highly efficient officer with a 

swashbuckling side to his nature.ò   How apt.    

Today William Crabtree at age 92 looks great and I have no doubt he will be 

around to receive his telegram from the Queen on his centenary. 

 

Kay very sadly passed away on 8
th
 

April 2009, after suffering a long and 

painful illness, but Bill knows full 

well that we all mourned with him. 
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The foregoing is a very brief  overview of Billôs full and interesting career.  

Deliberately so as his book ñCame the fourth flagò (a review of which is 

recorded on page 57 ) says it all and in great detail.   I couldnôt and wouldnôt 

want to try to compete with that and following a two hour interview with him 

realized one would need to spend a lot longer than that to discover any more of 

his many secrets ï (td.) 

Footnote ï 

 

I forgot to mention that on one occasion Bill went óunder coverô, but we found 

him!    If anyone (apart from Bill of course) would like to identify any of the 

other medal parade conscriptees  then please let me knowé(td.) 

 

 

 

Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only once a year.  
- Victor Borge 
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STATION NOTES 

 

MARGATE  

6468 Dave Callow  reports on the Margate Braai held on Saturday 16 May 2009 at the 

Ramsgate Bowling Club ς  

ά²Ŝƭƭ aŀǊƎŀǘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ   су ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǾŜǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ.  

Thanks to all those who travelled from Johannesburg, Mtatata, Kokstad and also the Natal 

Committee members who attended. 

A special welcome to The Hon. Mr Justice Hilary Squires. 

Thanks also to my wife Penny and Mavis de Bruin who supervised registration.  And a special 

thanks to all the wives who supported their husbands whilst we served and still do so at 

gatherings like these. 

Over R1050 was received in donations and this was handed to Malcolm Wiltshire, Treasurer  

of the Natal Branch of the Association.  Kevin Woods also donated a copy of his book, signed 

 by all present, including Hilary Squires,  which is to be auctioned via OB Extracts and the Natal 

Outpost 

Those attending, in alphabetical order and who signed the register - 

ARKLEY John 8291, BARR Alastair & Anne 8212, BISHOP Bob & Wendy 7675, BROWNLOW Roger & Marie 

 6785, CALLOW Dave & Penny  6468, CLARKE Nobby 6283, CUNNINGSON  Myles & Trish 7616, COOK Neville 

 & Elsa 5888, CUMMING Chris 8332, DE BRUIN Mavis  (widow Gerry 7228, DE WITT Laurie & Doreen 12300, 

DOLBY John & Carla 5251, DUTTON Trevor & Beryl 5293,  GIBSON Peter 5156, HATCH George  & Judy 5968,  

HOWSE Des 7229, HUTCHINSON Brian and Jenny 8436, KALSHOVEN Wendy 225, LYNN Dave, LEWIS Alan 

 922330, LONG Peter 7176, MASON Fred & Lindsay 5934, Mc CRYSTRAL Barbara (guest) with her son, 

 MESSINA Andy & May 7129,MUMFORD Cathy (widow of Roger 6363) O’HANLON Dennis 6457/7248, 

PACKER Bob & Kim 8214, PRETORIUS Quinton, POTGIETER Fred (Army) POWELL Gerry & Colleen 4587, 

RUMBOLD Frankie & guest,  SHAW Roger 7954, TORRENCE Malcolm & Jean 5760, TAYLOR Harry & Susan 

22974W, VON HORSTEN Butch & Hilary 6467, WALTON Courtney 6233, WILLIAMS Mike & Hazel 6484, 

 WILLIS Ed 7641, WILTSHIRE Malcolm  5268. WOAN Barry 8157, WOODS Kevin 8531. 
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WESTVILLE   Although a dormant Station at present hereunder are those (of a 

total of 29) who could make it work ς 

8453 Archer Thomas REGULAR 

7055 Brent Alan 

 8308 Bristow Robert 

 4412 Brown John 

 8761 Cameron-Dow Wilfred 

 
7616 

Cathcart-

Cunnison Myles 

 4603 Darkes Donald 

 7401 Driver Peter 

 7706 Driver Christoper 

 4726 Dyer David 

 6383 Floyd Clifford 

 5874 Hatton Garth 

 7299 Hughes Ian 

 8472 Inman Christopher 

 8966 Lowe Derek 

 6695 Lyes Peter 

 5171 Macdonald Clifford 

 7464 MacKay Anthony 

 8276 Perkins Brian 

 5151 Phelan Wanda 

 5749 Shewell Paul 

 5842 Starr Derek 

 4384 Thomas Barry 

 5760 Torrance Malcolm 

 3426 Walpole Austin 

       25 

WPO 

73 Swift Shirley 

WOMEN 
POLICE            1  

    
    

20946 Gavin Brain        

POLICE 
RESERVE 

380327 Sage Harry 

 9465 Squires Hilary 3 

      
   

    



41. 

WHAT IS IT? – Part 2 

After the flurry of interest the Hyena caused in the January issue of the Outpost, 

the response to the Pookie in the April edition was somewhat different.  The only 

reactions came from Peter Arnold of Durban South Station and James Jowett from 

New Germany, Natal and formerly with the Police Reserve Anti-Terrorist Unit.  

WŀƳŜǎΩ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ  ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŀ 

simple engine driver very difficult.   

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΧΧΧΧΧΦ  It is a "Pookie" and was 

designed by the Rhodesian Corps of Engineers. The basic principle of it with its racing 

tyres and light weight was that it could detect landmines  with a Milton Detector fitted on 

the front but the risk of it detonating one as it was so light was considerably reduced. 

Nevertheless there were occasions as far as I can recall that it did in fact detonate 

mines. The original was built with the help of Trevor Davies of Trevor Davies 

Engineering in Salisbury. The full story of the Pookie can be found in Peter Stiffs Book, 

"Taming the Landmine". 

But,  I did pick out some of the material that James sent in ς 

        
                               Pookie with detector pans raised                                Armed escort – 

                                                                                                                              with detector pans! 
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So perhaps we should now change the style of play and ask the question ς WHO 

is it?     Clue ς ƘŜǊ ΨǎǘŀƎŜΩ ƴŀƳŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ½Ω ς(td) 

 

WHAT IS IT? - Part 3 

Back to being serious ς any volunteers to tell us about the following vehicle? 

 

 

 

 

I was married by a judge. I should have asked for a jury.  
- Groucho Marx 
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“MERRYWEATHER” 

Those of us fortunate enough to have been stationed at Gwelo Urban during the 

1950s will know exactly what ñMerryweatherò was.   She was a magnificent fire 

engine! 

 

 

5267 Malcolm Wiltshire writeséééò Over 50 years ago the now Editor and I 

used to be firemen in the same Fire Brigade and this photograph (of a 1918 

Merryweather Fire engine) was the vehicle  that we used.   What has that got to 

do with  a magazine for ex Policemen ?  Well back in the mid 1950ôs ten  

members of the BSAP Gwelo Urban command comprised the Gwelo Fire 

Brigade ï the fire engine was parked in a garage in the Charge Office yard.  I 

think we were classified as volunteers but I think conscripts might be more 

accurate. We were paid £5 a month, which as a young constable in  those days, 

was very handy. 
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We used to have weekly practices but really we were seriously unqualified for the 

job and had no personal equipment of any sort.  

 
 The usual óuniformô when we were called out was a personal track suit and 

tackies or anything one could grab in a hurry. As a designated driver I remember 

taking a driving test on the Fire Engine as it was classified as a Heavy Vehicle. 

The clutch and brake pedals were in opposite positions to normal and the gear 

leaver was in a metal ógateô . One had to get the advance/retard  lever in the 

correct position for it run to properly.  It had a powerful engine which was good 

for pumping water but the top speed of the vehicle was very low.   Driving along 

clanging the bell with a rope which was next to the driver was quite fun. 

In about the middle of 1956 there was serious fire at night in the middle of Town 

when a large garage complex  including car showrooms etc ., caught fire and we 

were  called out.   In spite of our best efforts the whole place burnt down. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can remember standing with another member (I think it was 

Alan Lane) hanging on to a hose whilst another member had a  

powerful searchlight helping to see what was happening. (There 

was a fair bit of water damage as the water pressure from the 

hoses broke down windows, internal partitioning, car windows, 

etc.) At one stage we were up on a parapet wall but got down the 

ladder quickly when a whole section of the roof caved in.  It was 

very fortunate that no one got badly hurt although I think there 

were a few burns from standing on burning debris etc. was really 

inadequate for the task. 
 

5248 Alan Lane 5267 Malcolm Wiltshire 
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The Gwelo council then realized that something had to be done about the 

situation and they built a modern fire station out on the Bulawayo Road and 

bought a modern fire engine plus  employed proper firemen on a full time basis 

under an experienced and properly trained fire óchiefô.  I was transferred to 

Belingwe just before all that happened so never did get to see the new set up. 

I think the old ó Merryweatherô went on to be used for various fetes, kids parties, 

etc., but  I  donôt know what  was its ultimate fate. It might still be lying derelict 

in some yard or garage and  wonder if any of our readers who were stationed in 

Gwelo later have any knowledge of what happened to it ?" 

 

 

Back Row :   5770 Frank Broadley, 5694 Tom Ternahan, 5666 Dave                                                                          
Wright, 5675 Dave Waddon, 5743 Mike Harlow, 5248 Alan Lane 

            Front row :  4281 Keith Rawson, 3997 Roy Briault, 3960 Jack Hammond. 
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So prior to the óhand overô to the professionals our chaps did appear to get some 

sort of a uniform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ȭ&ÉÒÅ #ÈÉÅÆȭ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ current  Member i/c Gwelo 

Urban and  one  such character was 3595 Chief Inspector Arthur John 

Horner.     His son, 6125 Mike Horner, kindly provided this photo of his dad 

plus a couple of  comments  ×ÏÒÔÈ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÉÎÇ  ȣȣ 

 

“One of my memories of the Merryweather was the time it was called out to a 

fire on the Kopjie. Guess who was responsible? Mike Horner and his friends 

who were playing at Camping. My bum still stings when I think about it.” 
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Mike added “………Brings back many memories.... Dad had some funny moments 

with the fire engine. I watched some of the training as a wee laddie and really 

pissed myself………….”     So did the Gwelo Town Council it seems ï (td.) 

 

 

 

 

WHEREABOUTS  WANTED 

Can anyone assist in advising where either of the following may be contacted ï 

4680 Chief Insp. Alan James McCrory 1950 ï 1970, and  

  4866 Chief Insp. ôRickyõ  Lawton 1952 ï 1980 

And we wave  farewell as the old lady rides (is driven) west into  the 

fading sunsetééé. 
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SQUAD 3/53    A request has been made to establish the whereabouts of  members of 

this squad.   Any information should please  be directed to 5042 Peter Arnold at 

wcs@scottnet.co.za .    

5046 Tom Coey is already in touch with Peter and the last known address of  5057 M.J. 

óZombieô Robinson was Jhb. some two years ago. 

        5042 ARNOLD Peter James 03.05.1953 

5043 BILSBY John Philip 03.05.1953 

5044 BRADSHAW Anthony Eric Deceased 

 5045 BROWN Frederick Anthony 03.05.1953 

5046 COEY Thomas 03.05.1953 

5047 CROWLEY Patrick Burton 03.05.1953 

5048 FARRIS Michael Robert 03.05.1953 

5049 GRIMWOOD Derek Thomas 03.05.1953 

5050 HAMMOND Derick Arthur 03.05.1953 

5051 HEMMINGS Ieuan Guy 03.05.1953 

5052 HOLLAND Charles Victor 03.05.1953 

5053 HOYLE Esmond Malcolm 03.05.1953 

5054 LEIGHTON John Richard 03.05.1953 

5055 MINERS Kenneth George 03.05.1953 

5056 PHILLIPS Peter UK Branch 

5057 ROBINSON Malcolm James Gilson 03.05.1953 

5058 VONT Brian Roderick 03.05.1953 

5059 LEWIS John Stewart Archer Deceased 

5060 WILKINS Barry Maxwell 03.05.1953 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

From Bill Cordell, son of 2818 ‘Jimmy’ Cordell who featured in our April issue - ά! 

¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŀǊȅέ - 

ñééééI was only born the year Dad left the BSAP so have little 
knowledge of that era of his life and it was from reading his obituary that I 
learned of some of his achievements. In my hard copy it is difficult to read 
the photo copy of the diary page but I suppose that those in the know 
would recognize the layouté.ò. 
 

Bill kindly supplied the following photographs  of his father ς 
 

 

mailto:wcs@scottnet.co.za
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8157 Barry Woan writes 

ñA note from the deep south and another example of how the "BSAP 
network" operates. 
  

The other day,  Dave Callow received a call in response to our ad in the 
local newspaper reminding ex BSAP members of the forthcoming braai on 
Saturday 16th May 2009.   
  

The caller, Ken Strange lives in the local retirement village here in Margate 
and is a good friend of two of our more senior members, Ron Underwood 
4225 and Maurice Beaver 4540. 
Ken is the brother in law of the late 3525 Jack Wordsworth who retired as 
Officer Commanding Matabeleland on the 29th May 1969. 
 
He showed  us a letter covering the award of the Royal Humane Society's 
citation to Jack in recognition of his bravery in rescuing a person who had 
fallen off the cliff above the" boiling pot " at Victoria Falls.  Jack was 
stationed there as a Sergeant. 
 
 

Believed taken at the time 

Jimmy Cordell  applied to 

join the BSAP, when aged 21 

years in 1926. 

After leaving the force as a 

Sergeant in 1937 Jimmy 

Cordell became an officer 

with the Rhodesian 

African Rifles.  
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 Jack was a true Matabele having been born in Bulawayo on 29th May 

1916, started his career as  cadet C26 and then served most of his time in 
Matabeleland, before retiring in Bulawayo as Officer Commanding 
Province. 
  

Our discussion with Ken reminded me firstly of the fact that I served under 
Jack as a Cadet in Bulawayo in 1968 and that my late mother played many 
a game of bridge with Eileen Wordsworth and Joan Bradfield (the wife of 
the late Senior Assistant Commissioner, 4511 John Bradfield ) - none of 
which helped my fledgling career!! 
  

Incidently, Eileen Wordsworth who is 94 lives in Somerset West in the 
Cape.  I have the address and wonder whether a representative from our 
Cape Branch would be kind enough to visit her.  I am sure she would love 
to see someone from the BSAP ( could you pass this on.) é..this has been 
done and Eileen has been invited as a special guest at next Cape Annual Dinner ï 
(td.) 

 
My luck is so bad that if I bought a cemetery, people would stop dying.  

- Rodney Dangerfield 

 

3525 Jack Wordsworth 
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Field Reservist 22974W Harry Taylor and  9406  Red O’Connell  have 
between them provided the names of the Que Que Police soccer team 
1977/78 (page 45 of our April issue) – 

 
Back row L to R : P/O Andy Cox : Nev. Millar Jnr : F/R Harry Taylor :  P/O Rob  ? 
S/S/O Dave  Elder : Insp. Eric Hurd  :  F/R Nev Millar : Insp óAô Reserve Roger Jones  
 

Front row L to R : P/O Red OôConnell : Insp Paddy Fisher : óAô Reserve Jimmy 
Saunders : P/O Andre Leo : P/O Joe Saunders. 
 

                                                        
                                     

 
 

Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was SHUT UP .  
- Joe Namath 

 

The coach of the Que Que Police 

Soccer Team.    

 

  F/R  22974W   

   Harry Taylor   
 Branch  Sec  . Mashonaland 
 

 

5867 C/Insp Dennis Marshall 

Stationed at Margate  

фплс wŜŘ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
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I received a letter from  Fiona London,  wife of Jack London ( 6255 Robert 

John London? ) - ,   

ñ ééé..both Jack and I enjoyed it (the April edition of Natal Outpost) very much 
indeed, it was also a great nights entertainment for us as it was a wonderful meander 
down memory lane for me, starting with the Troopers Diary (not that I was there), but as 
a little girl we had lived at Grand Parade Mine at Miami ï a place I didnôt think anyone 
had ever heard of.  When my family (McKinlay) came to Africa in January 48 Miami was 
where we were living for a while and as children spent many happy days there running 
wild in the bush.   (I may be the only person alive who remembers Bob Kerswell did his 
patrols on horseback, cravat and all.   It took me a while to work out why my mother and 
aunt became positively girlish on these occasions) 
 
Dad joined Immigration, which in those days was run by the Police, hence my memories 
and connection with the BSAP.   I can quite clearly remember the offices in Baker 
Avenue, and have a picture somewhere of Dad and Lummy Lumholtz Smith (now 
known as Lionel Lumholz) and a few others in the offices there. Jack and I went to see 
Lionel when we were in the UK in 2007 and he was very well.   He has just turned 96 
and still going strong.   He is incredible.I try to keep in touch when I can with Janet.  I 
also hear from George Daniel about once a year.   He has moved from his place on the 
Vumba into Umtali now. His writing is as impeccable as it was in those days. Who could 
ever forget the stories of him especially the one where he ran down the stairs to punch 
someone in the enquiries office, muttering ñI am ze European you bastaardò   A wealth 
of stories there too, some of which I remember vividly even though I was just a little girl 
then. 
 
Smudgeôs recollections started off another meander down Memory Lane as Curly 
Gaylard taught me to ride.   He opened up a riding school when he left the Police and I 
adored him.   Am willing to bet Smudge has never heard those words associated with 
Gaylard.     His photograph of the 1st Rugby Team also hit a memory ï who could ever 
forget the sight of Bob Burrell being driven down Moffat Street Extension sitting in the 
back of his wifeôs car with both legs stuck out in front of him , resting on the front seat, 
both in plaster of paris.   And oh my gosh is that really Tug Wilson right in the front. !!!l 
 
And so it went on.   Jack was quite tickled at the reaction the magazine evoked and 
shared my laughter and amazement  By the way he says the vehicle is a Pookie and is 
willing to send you more info if you want, but am pretty sure you have received more 
than a few replies on that questionééééé.ò 
 

My wife has a slight impediment in her speech. Every now and then she stops to 

breathe.  
- Jimmy Durante 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ECHOES OF THE PAST 

 

939  Walter  Hughes Halls.      Born in York, England 1888.  Joined the BSAP in 

1907.  Retired as an Inspector  after 36 years service in 1943.  Died 1977 at age 

89 years. 

             

 

6612 Dave Willis  writes ï ñAn entry in the June/July 2009 issue of the UK 

published ñMedal Newsò reads: 

 ñSTOLEN: Worthing, Sussex: Medals to Inspector W. Hughes-Halls, BSAP: 

OBE, Colonial Police Long Service Medal, George V Silver Jubilee Medal, 

LS&GC, MSM, WWII Medals. Medals to W.W. Halls: Afghanistan clasp Ali 

Musjid (Corporal), Egypt Medal clasp El Teb-Tamai (Tr Sgt Major), Khedives 

Star, LS&GC, World War I medal. Information to Q&C Militaria, tel. 01242 

519815 or Worthing Police, tel. 0845 6070999 quoting Police incident no. 
WWSL/09/01/00123”. 

           Last week, I stated this woman was the ugliest woman I had ever seen. I 
have since been visited by her sister, and now wish to withdraw that statement.  

é..Mark Twain 

Circa 1908 1938 as a Sgt. Major  

 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨōƻǎǎΦΩ 

Circa 1976 
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BSAP CAR CLUB,  SALISBURY 

This photo is believed to have been taken circa 1956 and thanks to Jim Clampit 

ŀƴŘ aƛŎƪ ¸ƻǊƪ ǎƻƳŜ ŜǊǎǘǿƘƛƭŜ ΨƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ 

Should any reader be able to add more names then please advise ƳŜΧΧόǘŘΦύ. 

 
 

      Some people hardly                                                   

seem  to   change at  all ! 

John Thompson 

Jim Clampit 

Al Trubi 

Quinn Zwicky 

Bob Spurgin 

Mike Brett Micky York 

Ben Coleman Brian Wheatley 

Jock Allen 

5760 Malcolm Torrance 

Mic Wood? 

Brian Stevenson-Baker ? 
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COMRADES 
 

 
 
 

Briggitta and her father, Nobby , were two of some 10,000 contestants who beat 

the eleven hour time limit on this yearõs Comrades Marathon.   Running in her 

ôfirstõ,  Briggitta clocked 10 hours 16 minutes, beating her old dad by 8 

minutes.   This was Nobbyõs second time and for an almost  67 year old he 

looks good! 

 

We have so far identified one other ex BSAP Comrades runner ð 9083 Kiaran 

Allen, of Secunda who this year completed his 13th successful run. 

Unfortunately Kiaran is not available for comment before we go to Press (I 

doubt he is still recovering from his run if he has completed so many) but  

We will catch him in time for our next Outpost. 

 

If any more of our members will come forward and give us their details we could 

perhaps form a BSAP Comrades team for next year?   I canõt believe we have 

only two (and a half) at the moment. 

 
And the cardiologist's diet:  -  If it tastes good spit it out. 
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DATE  :   Thursday 24 September 2009    (Public holiday ð Heritage Day)  

PLACE  :     German/Shamwari Club          TIME  :   12HOO FOR 13HOO  

DRESS  :     Blazers/jackets & ties            COST :   R70 per head  

 

MENU ð     Starter -  Fresh asparagus wit h mayo and boiled egg 

              Mains   -  Roast beef and chicken, spinach, butternut, roast potatoes,  

rice, gravy  

              Sweets   -  Tiramisu  

       

       GUEST SPEAKER -                                             REPLY -  
                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                   
\      

 

For enquiries and table bookings, please contact Des Howse (083 -
4406740 or dlh@saol.com) 

John Haswell  

Group Captain  

   Tol Janeke  

 

[Type a quote from the document or 

the summary of an interesting point. 

You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the 

Text Box Tools tab to change the 

formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

mailto:dlh@saol.com
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SPONSORSHIP 

As was disclosed at our recent AGM the financial status of the Natal 

Branch is healthy.   However, there is a need to watch expenses, especially 

in view of the current economic situation.   Costs are rising on a regular 

basis and our Natal Outpost printing and posting costs are no exception. 

This is partly the fault of the current editor in trying to produce something 

different  -  four editions a year plus four colour print pages.   So the idea is 

to follow the UK Branch‟s system of having members sponsor a page in 

their Outpost.    To test reaction to this idea we thought a contribution of 

R15 per page per Outpost might get some support.   Each sponsor would 

get his (or her!) name and number printed at the foot of the page allocated 

to them.    Of course if the donor did  not want any publicity then they would  

remain anonymous. 

The plan – with effect from our next edition – October 2009 – anyone 

wishing to participate need only to deposit a sum of money into our bank 

account, making sure the deposit slip is endorsed simply with “OUTPOST – 

(and then something like) - R30/2”. 

This means the sponsor wishes to support one page in the next two issues  

at R15 a time.   R30  would need to be the minimum BUT the benefactor 

could indicate R45/3 even R60/4!     

Think about it – if it works we won‟t need to try and find paying advertisers. 

BOOK REVIEW 

„CAME THE FOURTH FLAG‟ by Bill Crabtree 

Copies of this book, which is reviewed hereunder,  are currently available 

from Mike Crabtree ɀ phone 083 2271071 or dcs.mdc@telkomsa.net at a 

special price  of R150 each. 

 

mailto:dcs.mdc@telkomsa.net
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PROPOSED CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2009. 

Natal Branch 

Date                                                        Function 

                 Sunday, 19th July                                  Inchanga Bring & Braai 

                 Sunday,  23rd August                            Durban South Bring & Braai 

                 Thursday, 24th Sep (Heritage Day)      Annual  lunch, German Club 

                 Sunday, 22nd November                     Hillcrest  „Bring & Braai‟ 

 

Natal Midlands Branch 

                Sunday, 15th November                       Annual lunch – Hilton Hotel 

 

ASSOCIATION BRANCH E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

       AUSTRALIA                                              John Seward                  olivos@primus.com.au      
       QUEENSLAND                                         Mike  Edden                   michanjero@hotmail.com   
      BORDER                                               Bruce Beukman,      sunshine101@telkomsa.net 
      CANADA                                       Will Cornell              bsap[usa@aol.com 
      EASTERN CAPE                          Nobby Clark             ropac@telkomsa.net 
      NATAL                                          Des Howse              dlh@saol.com 
      NATAL MIDLANDS                           Alan Bennett            Flik.Bennett@vodamail.co.za 
     TRANSVAAL                                 Dick Glanville           dickg@telkomsa.net 
      WESTERN CAPE                         Neville Spurr            nevillespurr@gmail.com 
      NEW ZEALAND                            Greg McManus        mcmanus@icon.co.nz   
      NORTH AMERICA                             Will Cornel                bsapusa@aol.com 
      CENTRAL                                     Peter Bellingham      pbellingham@mango.zw 

      MASHONALAND                          Red O‟Connell          roc@zol.co.zw 
      MATABELELAND                        Denise Hurry             karden@mweb.co.zw  
      UNITED KINGDOM                       Barry Henson           bsapuk@aol.com 
 
Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four essential food groups: alcohol, 

caffeine, sugar and fat.  
- Alex Levine 

 
 

mailto:sunshine101@telkomsa.net
mailto:ropac@telkomsa.net
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mailto:Flik.Bennett@vodamail.co.za
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mailto:bsapuk@aol.com


 

NATAL PICTURE ROUND-UP 

                                                         

 

                                         

 

                                 

 

                                            

  

  

5968 George Hatch 5042 Peter Arnold 6439 Steve Ross Jones 

7033 Derek Kerr 6468 Dave Callow 7077 Hank Bresler 

4717 Pat Knight 

 

5788 Lionel Baker 5520 Chris Lathe 

A beautiful message about growing old ï shit, Iôve forgotten what it 

was! 

                                            



  

  

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

   
       

       

       
       

       

  

       

  

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       
       

       
       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       



       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


