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In March 2004 I commenced my term as Chairman of the Western Cape

Association. At that time functions revolved around our Annual Dinner held

at Wingfield Base in Goodwood and our Xmas braai held at Timour Hall,

Plumstead. Needless to say our monthly meetings took place here where

we caught up with the local news and goings on.

Over the past 5 years we have moved from Wingfield Base for economic

The 40th AGM of the Western Cape Association
Monday 2nd March, 2009

Our AGM was held on Monday 2nd March, 2009. This year was
particularly significant in that our long standing Honorary Secretary and
Treasurer, Gilly Potter,  Chairman John Munro, and Committee Member
Rod Eterman, were all standing down.

Gilly served for 25 years on the Committee, the last 9 of which he was the
Secretary.  I’m sure all members of the Western Cape Branch, and other
Branches throughout the world will agree that he has done a wonderful
job, for which we are all grateful.

John Munro served for five years as Chairman. He was always the
diplomat and represented the Association with dignity  many official and
non official functions over the years. At AGM John gave an excellent
report  for the year 2007/2008. Following is the full version of his Report.

OUTGOING  CHAIMAN!S REPORT

Outgoing Chairman, John Munro, presenting his Report for 2008/2009
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reasons and seem to have found ourselves a new and more central place

for functions at the Mowbray Golf Course. Convenient for those both in the

north and the south ends of the peninsula. Unlike so many other of our

sister Associations, up to now we have been able to secure sufficient

numbers to keep the Annual Dinner to ex members and their guests whilst

others have needed to rely on their respective spouses to bolster the

numbers. How much longer this will remain the case we do not know.

So that our spouses were not left out, we introduced a winter luncheon

which included them. Once again, this was held at the convenient

Mowbray Golf Club. This seems to have been a popular event as it was

central, did include wives, was good value for money and did not

necessitate night time driving. The year end function continues to be a well

attended $do% with plenty of raffle prizes, good food and cheap booze. I

must at this point thank most sincerely the members and their various

connections who have managed to provide us with the array of raffle prizes

to help raise funds on that night. It is absolutely amazing how people come

to the fore without question and is indicative of the proud Force to which we

all once belonged.

Now to reflect on the committee of the Western Cape. This has remained

relatively unchanged over the past 5 years with some falling off over time

and a few new additions in 2008. I do not want to name individuals

spanning this time as each and every one of you have contributed in

allowing this Association to function as effectively as it has.

Having just said that, I am now going to contradict myself and make special

mention of two individuals without whom I can assure you, the Association

would not have the good standing and respect it does have across the world

amongst our sister Associations.

The first of these is Lawrie Mabin. Lawrie very ably picked up the cudgel

from where Dave Blacker left off and continued in the same vein to ensure

that the quality of our magazine continued to be out of the top drawer. Dave

had already created a great platform for our magazine and it was something
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that was eagerly looked forward to amongst all our members and the other

Associations around the world. Lawrie moved with the times and

introduced colour photographs and anecdotes which even further

enhanced the quality of our magazine. Lawrie for your enthusiasm and

painstaking efforts in continuing with this great work, I thank you sincerely

and believe your commitment deserves a round of applause. Thank you.

This evening is also a sad occasion. I say this with two things in mind.

Firstly, the generally poor turnout of members to support an Association

with such fine traditions. Yes, I know that I am speaking to the converted

and let me say this " without your ongoing support and commitment, this

Association would cease to exist. It is thanks to the likes of you all here

tonight that we have been able to remain a group to be recognised and the

envy of many other peer groups around the world.

The second and more important reason why this is a sad evening is

because we will be losing the services of our Honorary Life Vice President

/Secretary / Treasurer / Raffle Holder and Doyen of our Association. Gilly

Potter joined the Western Cape Association in November 1983. and in

1984 he joined the committee. In March 2000 he was elected Treasurer, a

position which he inherited from Ed Ions and worked very closely with Ed.

Who could ask for a better combination " an Old Mutual Financial Adviser

following on from an Investment Broker. Gilly eventually took over the dual

role of Treasurer and Secretary where he continued to serve with aplomb,

the utmost integrity and commitment expected from a C I D man. His

sartorial elegance became a legend but it was when his greying locks of hair

began disappearing altogether and he chose to leave the services of Old

Mutual in 2001, Gilly decided to grow a pony tail to replace what was lost on

top. This became his hallmark as well as the brunt of many a comment,

some disparaging but also some complimentary " alas there were fewer of

the latter !

In June 2007, I had the absolute privilege of presenting Gilly, together with

Dave Blacker, the titles of Honorary Life Vice Presidents of the Regimental

Association, awards of which they are both richly deserving. Gilly had
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obviously learnt from a Uniform Branch man when working with Ed Ions as

he took to the Treasurer job like a duck to water. Cautious as ever, Gilly

went about securing funds and annual fees from wayward members. Then

on the clearly good advice of his lifelong Scottish partner Isobel, went about

investing the funds wisely. As frugal as the proverbial nuns knickers, Gilly

was the backbone of our fund raising and money investing expeditions.

Whether it was in equity or the money market, Gilly knew where to place our

funds for an honest return and it is with no small thanks to him and his

predecessor that this Association finds itself in a healthy financial position

today. He will also go down as $The Raffle Man% and we hope in years to

come he will continue to assist in this role which he so ably carried out.

Gilly, ever the adventurer, also took to computers in a flash and displayed a

vibrant youthfulness way below his years. Unlike most of us sitting at our

computers like rabbits in the headlights, Gilly got stuck in and knew exactly

which buttons to push and when to push them. It is thanks largely to him

that most of us have moved on in the electronic age of communication and

as Chairman, my contact with Gilly through electronic mail has been

invaluable.

Gilly has relocated closer to Timour Hall, but has also taken the opportunity

to hang up his hat as Secretary and Treasurer of the Association. The

incoming committee will sorely miss such a man of vigour and talent. In the

time that I have served on this Committee with Gilly, he has been not only

my senior in service and years, but my guide, colleague and friend. Gilly I

thank you for making my job so much easier and contributing to this

Association in the magnificent which you have. Thank you.

Gilly tells me that he will still be around to assist the incoming Committee but

from the back seat taking it easy as he deserves. How ironic it is that now

he has moved closer to Timour Hall, he is easing out of the service to which

he has contributed so much over the years. Timour Hall as been our home

for many years now and long may it continue to be so. Deon, Chrissie and

Steve, we thank you for the way in which you have always made us
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welcome here and always been willing to accommodate our varying needs.

As long as this Association continues we will be indebted to you guys for all

your efforts as well.

Over the year as is always the case, we have been required to bid farewell

to colleagues who have passed on. To all of you who have assisted me in

attending the funerals and visiting the sick, I thank you. The Roll of Honour

appearing in our magazine grows every year and it is sad but necessary

function to keep you all updated with the passing of ex members and their

kin. I trust the Committee has managed to do this adequately. There has

been talk for some time now that we should appoint an Almoner to our

Committee. I personally do not believe this formality is necessary as with

the likes of our members, Dave Blacker, Doug Grierson and Dave Riley to

name a few, this function is achieved as though part of our daily lives and so

long as we continue to communicate amongst ourselves will remain so.

As some of you already know, I have decided not to stand for re-election this

year. I have had an interesting and busy 5 years in the position but find that

with my $real job% the workload is becoming more challenging and I need to

concentrate my efforts in that area. I will be travelling more and spending

time on the road which will not allow me to spend as much time serving the

Committee as I would like to. I will still be around to support and offer

guidance if required.

I thank you all for the friendship and support over the past 5 years. To the

new incoming Committee and Chairman I wish you all the best and know

you will keep the good old BSAP traditions foremost in your thoughts and

actions. May the Association go from strength to strength and uphold what

we stand for. May we continue to look after and support our members, their

wives and their widows as we are ethically bound to do so through whatever

honest and upright medium may be available. Thank you and good luck !

John Munro
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John Munro & Gilly Potter were presented with gifts on behalf of the

committee and members, for their many years of service to the Western Cape

Association

Committee Members - 2009
7751 Alan Crook ; 5860 Doug Grierson (Acting Chairman); 8151 Lawrie Mabin; 8897 Carl Van Woerden;

6494 Tony Rozemeyer; 7975 Neville Spurr; Absent - C697 Mike Mays; 8244 Rob Maclean
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The following members were in attendance at the AGM :-

5689 Gilly Potter, 8714 John Munro, 6494 Tony Rozemeyer,
7975 Neville Spurr, 7139 Dave Rogers, 9329 Roy Hunt,
4991 Rex Craker, Peter Ramsay (Guest ex RHKP),
5880 Stan McMillan, 15414 Dave Brown, 5217 Nigel Harris,
6226 Andrew Stevens, 7751 Alan Crook, 6781 Graham Jansen,
8173 Lockie Howie, 5860 Doug Grierson, 5483 Dave Blacker,
6248 "Van" Van Eeden, 7041 John Watermeyer, 6846 Jim Blain,
5800 Tom Naude, 5795 Giff Reade, 6900 Martin Gee,
6893 Brian Oberholster, 8897 Carl Van Woerden, 8151 Lawrie Mabin,
8895 Rod Eterman, 7391 Alan Toms.

Apologies from Mike Mays, Rob Maclean, Mike Webster and Ted
Rowen.

5689 Gilly Potter

I became involved with the Western Cape Branch of the Regimental
Association towards the end of 1983. My wife Isobel and I had recently
migrated to the Cape, and soon after our arrival I had the good fortune to
land a job with Old Mutual. I thought I'd be working in an administrative
capacity, but soon realised I'd committed myself to selling life assurance
policies and investments. I'd never sold anything in my life, and an even
more formidable hurdle was that I knew barely half-a-dozen folk in Cape
Town. Where was I going to start looking for 'prospects' ! those worthies to
whom I hoped to sell my new master's products?

Then my thoughts turned to my first posting, Que Que. I'd been there no
more than a couple of weeks when my afternoon nap ! I must have been on
night shift - was interrupted by a knock on the door, and there stood a lean,
lanky fellow who introduced himself as Lofty Sims (4186). After telling me
he'd recently 'retired on gratuity' from the BSAP he said he was now about
to sell me my first Old Mutual policy. 'Oh no you're not' I said, and promptly
showed him the door. Well, he returned the following week, and the week
after, so in the end I gave up and bought a policy, just to get rid of him. And
several years later I bought other policies from former members Jeff
Halkier (6305) and John Dale (3907). So now I thought to myself, 'if they, as

COMMITTEE(D)
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former coppers, can sell policies, so can I'. But how to go about it?

By this time I'd made contact with Doug Grierson (5860), who I knew from
my rugby playing days. Way back in the mid-1960's a BSAP 'Colts' rugby
team was scheduled to play a visiting SAP 'Colts' team, and for some
reason or other Doug and I were co-opted into our 'Colts' team ! they must
have been looking for a bit of extra muscle! Anyway, Doug and I were the
oldest 'Colts' ('under-23') in the business, both being well into in our 30's at
the time.

But now, 1983, Doug was Head of Security at the SA Breweries in
Newlands, and more importantly he was Chairman of the Western Cape
Branch of the Association. Trading on our long acquaintanceship I asked if
he'd let me have access to the local nominal roll, so that at least I'd have
some kindred spirits on which to practice my 'cold calling' technique. In
exchange for sight of the roll I offered do a stint on the committee - a sort of
quid pro quo. Doug was more than happy to let me have a copy of the
nominal roll, and in return I was duly elected onto the committee at theAGM
three months later.And I was still on the committee 25 years down the line!

Way back in 1984 the Committee comprised 5860 Doug Grierson
(Chairman), PR6852 Jack Broderick (Hon Secretary), 5648 Bill Esler
(Treasurer), with PR2238 Les Hausberger, 6271 Harvey Wilhelm, 5483
Dave Blacker and 5689 Gilly Potter as Members.

Over the next few years a host of members offered ! or had their arms
twisted - to serve on the committee, including 6423 Paddy Baldwin, 6639
Bob Bedingham, 6369/7180 Eric Birrell, 7151 Clive Bloom, 8894 Rod
Eterman, 7944 John (Blinks) Halstead, 5217 Nigel Harris, 7310 Ed Ions,
8336 Graham (Spats) Jansen, 8151 Lawrie Mabin, 5869 Brian May, C697
Mike Mays, 5580 Stan McMillan, Associate Wendy Meyer, 7364 Dusty
Miller, 8714 John Munro, 6893 Brian Oberholster, 8299 Mike Reeler, 6494
Tony Rozemeyer, 90133 Mark Salter, 6874/8032 Neville Spurr, 8725 John
Sutton, 6222 Rob Traill, 8897 Carl Van Woerden, 10548 Jerry Vernon and
8336 Mike Webster.

Between 1984 and 2009 we had only three Chairmen, Doug Grierson (who
served for a mammoth 22 years), John Munro, and the incumbent 'new
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man' Tony Rozemeyer. We had four Treasurer's, Bill Esler, Ed Ions, Gilly
Potter and Carl Van Woerden, and umpteen Hon Secretaries, including
Jack Broderick, John Sutton, Nigel Harris, Dusty Miller, Brian May, Dave
Blacker, Wendy Meyer, Gilly Potter and Neville Spurr.

Many of the above are still active members of the Western Cape Branch.At
least three have Gone to Meet Their Maker, and the others have simply
vanished into thin air.

'Now you come to mention it, I wonder what became of old $$$$$..'

D.A. SECURITY SERVICES

PERSONALLY MANAGED SECURITY GUARDING

Contact

LOCKIE HOWIE (8173)

Cell: 082 564 5197
Tel: (021) 510 1065
Fax: (021) 510 1055

E-Mail: dasecurity@telkomsa.net
Unit 9 Berbax Park, Berkley Rd, Maitland
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Hello Gilly,

I’m sure you will remember me ?? Have just been

reading your Outpost and saw the few lines about

Winston. I saw him (yet again) at the UK Annual Dinner

but forgot to get his email address. Would you have it for me

please. You have been in RSA such a long time now? and

continued on the Committee for nearly all of that time I’m sure. I support our

Associations functions wherever they may be and still enjoy meeting up with many

old friends and colleagues. As for me ?? I left Rhodesia in June ’80 and went to

Jo’burgh - I only stayed there two years before returning to the UK and joined the

Kent Police. I completed my time there - almost all of it in the CID and retired from

the Police in 1997. I then worked as a civillian for the police for another ten years(to

supplement my pension) and retired as the Office Manager 12 months ago. We

have six acres of land and have started my own business - storing touring caravans

for members of the public. All going well and another income to help keep one’s

head above the financial waters. Please mention that you have heard from me at

one of your meetings and pass on my email address to anyone who may wish to

make contact - probably some I have not seen or heard from for years.

Regards

Peter Biddulph 7211 (pwb7211@btinternet.com)

I have received news that Ted Painting suffered a stroke on the night of Good

Friday, 10 April 2009. His daughter tells me that that whilst he is paralysed down

the left side, it is early days and that he is now at home receiving daily visits from

the physio and stacks of love and care from his family. I am sure that he would love

to hear from old friends and colleagues - the moral support will no doubt have a

huge impact.

Regards

Fred Mason.

Dear Neville,

Les having just got back to NZ gave me the Hip Flask’ over the weekend, it is

stunning and very much appreciated. It confirms for me the strong bond we have in

the BSAP, the camaraderie and life long friendships we have. Please thank the lads

of the Association committee - it will be filled with Laphroaig’ a single malt from Islay

(our first port of call when I sailed to the UK in the late eighties) and I will enjoy it at

the rugby this coming weekend. I might even give my mates, John Graham and

Danny Hartman both ex SAS a swig’ just to show off. Thank you again - all the best

Winston. After ANZAC day on the 26th April (which is a big deal here) will send you

something for the Outpost!

Winston Hart 5872

POST BOX
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Dear Nevilel,

Just to let you know that we!ve posted to Crieff in Scotland. The present address

3B Galvelmore Street, Perthshire PH7 4DN, Scotland. Tel: 0044(0)1764655389

Email: paddyallen389@tascali.co.uk

Kindest regards to all, yours ever,

Bruce Allan (6743)

Dear Gilly,

I am sorry you are standing down from the Committee of the Cape Branch.

Many thanks Gilly for all your support and wonderful efficiency over the years.

Please keep us posted from time to time as to what you are up to and whatever it is,

my very best wishes to you and I know all on our Committee feel the same way.

Go well Gilly,

Henry (Henry Clark)

I note, from the last edition of your most excellent Outpost, that Gilly and John are to

retire this evening. May I express my admiration and thanks for all they have done to

keep the Association going; not only going, but thriving. Ordinary members owe a

real debt of gratitude to those who are prepared to go ’the extra mile’ and

consolidate the friendships and memories of the past. Congratulations to you and

very best wishes to both you, and the Branch, for a continuing success.

Hugh Phillips.

Hi Neville,

Just to let you know that Tony Andersen 6147 is currently in Groot Schuur Hospital

after having undergone an operation. He is in Ward F 26. I have been to see him

and he is in quite a bit of discomfort but bearing up. Can you please let the rest of

the Committee know plus whoever else you think appropriate. They might want to

pay him a visit.

Many thanks,

Jim Blain

Hi Gilly,

Sorry to see that yourself and John are leaving the committee. By the way, I don’t

often comment re the Cape Outpost, but we both thought the poem about Bulawayo

was really good and it certainly brought back memories. I am not ashamed to say

that we both had tears in our eyes at the end of reading it. I just wish Mugabe’s reign

would come to a swift end! Take care and regards to all.I still keep in touch with

Dave.

Eric. 6369. (Eric Birrell)
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Hello Lawrie

I’d be grateful if you would kindly send these photos on to Peter Jackson, a squad

mate from 1955. I saw his name in your newsletter just received.

The first photo shows John Worden and myself, next to a model of the Pretoria

Castle which I built. Second shows John again, with Dave le Sueur, Doreen (John’s

wife), and myself taken at our house in Auckland 2-3 years ago, Dave lives an hour

an’ a bit down the road.

Third shows a group of us at Lake McIlwaine in 1955, myself, Peter, Nigel Walker,

and John Worden. John lives in Brighton, UK., and was vsiting his daughter in

Wellington, NZ.

It would be good to link up with Derek Hollis, Peter Lane, and Nigel Walker. Maybe

we can all link up, albeit electronically.

Cheers

Dick Hopper 5339

Hello Lawrie

I recently read the Western Cape Outpost online, the above article catching my eye

as I am on the photograpgh whilst being on attachment to the CID Umtali from

Headlands. I remember all the "worthies" well and also "Opie" Openheim who was

the Detective Superintendent, PK Allum being second in command. The online

version does not show the the photo and I am wondering if it is possible for you to

send me a copy please.

Incidently, whilst living in Cape Town, Tony Robinson, John Gibbs, George Farmer

and myself were the founder members of the Western Cape branch of the

Association with the assistance of Phil Murray at PGHQ.

kind regards and best wishes to anyone who may remember me.

Bryan Litton 5537
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This is to let you know that one of our members 5363 Andy Northcott lost his home

and all his property in Whittlesea in Victoria in the terrible bush fires which ravaged

thousands of hectares of land , over 1000 homes were destroyed, 181 lives were

lost and over 7000 people left homeless. We have been in touch with Andy, he

and his wife are safe and staying with relatives in Melbourne.Andy’s spirits are

high despite his loss.

Here is the gist of what Andy told me. He and his wife fled by car from their home

as they saw the next door property being swept by fire. These neighbours sadly

lost their lives in the blaze. Fortunately Andy had his home insured so in time he

and his wife can decide what the future holds for them. They are receiving financial

support from the Government for their immediate needs and the Australian Branch

is looking to assisting them further in this connection.

John Seward (4649)

Secretary

BSAP Regimental Association

Australia Branch.

Dear Lawrie

Over the weekend before Easter, I spent 3 nights with John and Janet Penberthy

(6208) in Knysna You!ll recall that I had previously mentioned that John had

suffered a number of minor strokes in January and was hospitalized also with

extremely high blood pressure at that time " well I!m happy to report that he is

much better and is getting back into his daily exercise routines (whilst I was there

he did an hour long swim in the Knysna lagoon on the one day and a 30 km cycle

ride on the next). He was very sad to hear the news that Butch Fletcher (4774) had

passed away. The Penberthy!s have retired to Leisure Isle in Knysna after John

sold his shares in #Cue Incident!, the surveillance company that he had set up in

Johannesburg after having started (as an NGO), #Business Against Crime! in Cape

Town. He asked to send his greetings to all the B.S.A. Police types that will

remember him in the Cape.

I!ll send the other (clearer) pic over the weekend.

Cheers for now.

Rob

Rob MacLean

Director - Aquatics

Paul Roos Gymnasium

P - 021 887 0017

F - 021 883 8461

M - 082 496 8957
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Dear Lawrie

I would like to place on record my great appreciation for the gift presented to me by the

Committee at the AGM in March. The painting of a BSAP Officer circa 1938

represented an earlier era, but the other two, a BSAP Trooper circa 1953 and a BSAP

Constable circa 1956 were more-or-less spot on - I attested in April 1957. The three

painting have pride-of-place in my new abode, and every time I walk past them I’m

reminded of my 26 years service in the BSAP, said by many to have been one of the

best police forces in the world.

Regards

Gilly Potter

Trevor and I are living in Hong Kong these days and only get back to our CT home once

in awhile. We are enjoying life over there but it is very expensive. Unfortunately Trevor

could not come back to CT on this trip as he started a new job in HK in December and

cannot take leave yet. He is Technical Director of Sanmar, which is a US Company with

its headquarters in Seattle but he is based in HK. He travels a lot still but enjoys it. I keep

my self busy with charity work and really love living over there and have made a lot of

friends.

Keep well.

Norma and Trevor. (Mitrovich 8532 -

Hi Gilly,

Just checking in that I am still around and now am on the web at home.

Am recovering at home after an aneurism op, but seem to be doing well

Regards,

Guy Bekker 7880

trevmit@iafrica.com)
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Ladies Lunch - Sunday 29th July 2009 - PGA Restaurant, Mowbray Golf Club

All members with wives/partners and guests welcome. Please book your place

with one of the committee members. R100 per head.

Annual Dinner Saturday 12th September

Remember -

PLEASE

- - PGA Restaurant Mowbray Golf Club
Guest Speaker - Peter Stiff. Well known author and an excellent after dinner speaker.
Come and enjoy the ever popular 3 course meal and wine on the table. Book early!!

Members get together every first Monday of the month at Timour Hall for
a few drinks and snacks

- Donate generously for prizes in our annual Christmas draw. Once again
going to be held at Timour Hall on Monday 7th December 2009.

"DATES TO REMEMBER#




